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ADVERTISEMENT. 


mM OST of the cafes on which the 

doctrine contained in the following 
pages, is founded, fell under my notice in 
confequence of being appointed to attend 
all the poor womenin a large and popu- 
lous city, who-have dificult and danger- 
ous labors. | 


I thought it right to premife this, as 
were it not known what circumftance 
gave me an opportunity of collechng them, 
the number of the cafes, when compared 
with the fhort [pace of time in which 
they occurred muft appear fo extraordi- 
nary, (exceeding, in fo great a propor- 
tion, the number ufually met with even 
in the moft extenfive private pracice) 
as pofibly, with fome readers, to render 
thetr authenticity doubtful, and confe- 
quently to invalidate the reafoning dedu- 
ced from them, : : 


Since 


\ 


Woo!) 6 


‘ADVERTISEMEMT. 


Since the publication of the Sf edi- 
tion; I have had an opportunity of -col- 
lecling fixteen more cafes, and principally 
from the fame fource, from whence the 
former ones were obtamed: thefd are 
now added to them, and. they ferve fill 
more fully to prove the guftice of the 
reafaning. which is made ufe of. in the 
Ejay, and to. confirm the method cae 


pratice. thereim recommended. 

E.R. 

_Norwich, + | 
Now. 20, 0777. 
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expofes womem to fo much danger, as 

profufe Hemorrhages; from the Uterus, 
‘towards the latter end of pregnancy, and:im the: 
time of labor; the art of midwifery is likewife, in. 
no inftance, more-at.a lofs. in the ufe of means for 
the relief of the patient; an enquiry into the caufes 
_of them, and an attempt to improve the pradtice in. 
fuch cafes, cannot, therefore, be ufelefs. 

The treatment of floodings, that come on before 
the Uterus has acquired any confiderable fize, mutt 
be very obvious, and the conlequences of them, at 
that early period of pregnancy, are feldom to be 
dreaded, as, if the patient lofe blood from the arm, 

¢ be | 


N: Circumftance that attends parturition, | 


e 
ee - - 
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be kept cool, and in an horizontal pofture, and 


* fuch mild, aftringent, and anodyne medicines be 


adminiftered to her, as have been found, by ex- 
perience, to reftrain difcharges of blood, they wilk 
very frequently ftop entirely, and the woman go on° 
to her full time: and if this fhould not be the cafe, 
but the Hemorrhage fhould ftill increafe, it will 
feldom increafe to a degree that will endanger the 
life of the mother, without the {mall foetus and fe- 
cundines being feparated, and thrown off by it, 
after which the Uterus will foon contraé, and 
thereby clofing the mouths of the bleeding. veffels, 
the difcharge will gradually diminih, till it be en- 
tirely topped: the furgeon has, therefore, in thefe 
cafes, nothing manual to do, for, notwith{tanding 
it has been recommended by. *Mauriceau and De- 
venter, and it is faid to be the practice of fome, to 
endeavour to bring away the foetus by art, even in 
the earlieft; months, I am perfuaded, from experi- 
ence, that it is never neceflary, and were it even 
neceflary, I cannot conceive it poflible to do it with 


the hand. 


But floodings that precede the delivery of the 
full-grown foetus, when the Uterus is arrived. at its 
greateft ftretch, and: the veflels have acquired their 
utmoft magnitude, muft be ever highly dangerous, 
being more-profufe, and more difficult to fupprefs, 
in proportion to the increafed fize of the veflels; 


-. infomuch, that the number of inftances in which 
_ they have unhappily proved fatal, is very confider- 


able. 7 8 yi 
Moft of the authors whom I have read on this 
fubject, defcribe thefe cafes.as particularly embar- 
rafling, and feem alike to acknowledge, that they 
have always been at a lofs when fuch have occurred | 


fo 


* Van Sweiten’s Commentaries, Sect. 1308-~9. 
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to them, to determine, with any degree of certainty 
and fatisfaétion, which of the two methods of prac- 


tice hitherto recommended, it has been moft proper 


to adopt; whether to endeavour to reftrain the dif- 
charge, by the means before mentioned for that 
urpofe, and leave nature, by her own efforts, to 
expel the child, as is the cafe in floodings of the 
early months, or at once to introduce the hand into 
the Uterus, and bring it away by art-—This doubt 
about the propriety of waiting, or the neceflity of 
removing the contents of the womb, they fay, is 
ever owing to the uncertainty of knowing the quan- 
tity of blood that has -been loft, and, if it were 
known, to the impoilibility of afcertaining the de- 
gree of lofs, that a woman might fuftain, without 
manifeft rifque of life. . ! 


They all however agree, that when the difcharge — 


becomes very profufe, and fuch a confiderable 

quantity of blood has been loft, as threatens the 

immediate death of the patient, that nothing but a 

fpeedy delivery will give any chance of preventing 

it; and have given us cafes, wherein the bringing 

away the child by art has been attended with fuc- 

cefs; they likewife inform us of others, in which 

waiting and purfuing the palliating means has been 

juftified, by the natural pains having cofme on, and 
the child having been timely expelled by them; 

moreover, where both methods have been ufed, a 

great number are related which, neverthelefs, prov- 

ed fatal:. but no particular reafons have been given, 

why the different methods of practice were ufed, 

why the fame methods in fome cafes have fucceed- 

ed, and in others, apparently fimilar, have failed; 

nor have any hints been fuggefted to us, which 

might lead us, at the beginning of the complaint, 
even to a probable conjecture, whether the Hx- 

motrhage 


- 
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_ morrhage be of that kind, which requires the turn- 
ing the child, or not. — Lit ) 

» We need not be furprized, then, to find, that 
upon a fubject of fuch acknowledged uncertainty, 
there fhould be fome writers who give the moft op- 
polite advice; for as it is reafonable to fuppofe that 
the furgeon, who has loft a patient by too long wait- 
ing for the natural pains, will, in all future cafes, 
think it right to turn the child upon the firft attack 
of the complaint, fo it is equally natural to fuppofe 
that another, who has had feveral thae have termi- 
nated fafely without turning, will think it feldom 
neceflary: thus, to inftance but two, * Chapman in- 
variably recommends the delivery by art, upon the 
firft coming on of the complaint, and + Puzos ad- 
vifes always to wait for the natural pains, which he 
believes will rarely fail of putting a fafe end to it. 

It is faid that an eminent leturer in midwifery, 
in London, directs his pupils not to be too hafty in 
checking the difcharge, as he imagines fome cafes 
that have fallen under his notice, have, by fuffering 
the veilels to unload a little, turned out better than 
others have done, in which means were ufed to re- 
ftrain it upon the firft attack. 

Another (who ts lately deceafed) not lefs capable 
of judging®upon the fubje&t, acknowledged himfelt 
totally at a lofs what to advife, and faid, that fur- 
geons muft, in a great meafure, be left to their 
own difcretion, when fuch cafes occur; but fpeak- 
ing in general terms, he thought it right at firft to 
endeavour to check the Hemorrhage, and wait for 
mature’s affiftance by pains, and if they fhould not 
come on, the flooding fhould increafe, and the wo- 

3 ; oo man. 


* Effay. on the Improvement of Midwifery, chiefly with 
Regard to the Operation. 1733. — 
+ Memoire fur Pertes de Sang. 
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man grow weaker, it was then right to have re- 
_ courfe to delivery by art. ai iyAies 
It is hardly neceflary to obferve, that contradic- 
tory as thefe directions are one to another, they 
muft all in their turns be improper, as. they are 
guided by no fixed rules; and if-no information 
be, therefore, to be had, shan what can be colleét- 
ed from books, and no-othér direGtions are to in- 
fluence our prattice, than the vague ones we have 
mentioned, it will ever be uncertain, it muft fre-_ 
quently be unfuccefsful; for we muft either wait 
undetermined what to do, till the difcharge becomes | 
very» profufe, and fo much blood is loft as renders 
what we then do probably ufelefs, or we mutt do 
it before much lofs has been fuftained, at a time 
when the patient appears to be in no danger, and 
when we cannot have the fatisfaction of knowing 
that nature will not be able herielf to expel the 
child, and that the turning is abfolutely neceflary; 
the timid practitioner, encouraged by no certain _- 
guide, and cautioufly afraid of giving his patient 
unneceflary pain, we may reafonably fuppofe, will; 
for the moft part, be guilty of the firft error; 
while another, who-is more precipitates through a 
defire of preventing the danger of delay, will as _ 
often make ufe of painful means, when the efforts 
_ of nature, aflified by more gentle methods, would’ 
probably be equally fuccefsful; and, at the ‘fame 
time, he will likewife unneceflarily expofe his pa- 
tient to the danger, which a too early delivery may 
perhaps occafion. | 
_. To remove the uncertainty and embarraffment, 
which have hitherto attended the practice in thele 
cafes, and determine on more fixed and rational 
- principles, when it is fafe to wait for nature’s en- 
deavours to expel the child, and when it is abfo- 
- Intely neceflary to bring it away by art, would, 
F B therefore,. 


> eee 


tion having been made, by fome authors, between 


/ 
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therefore, certainly’ be an important improvement 
in midwifery. ee , 
For this purpofe two things appear to be indif- 
penfably neceflary; firft, to know the reafon why, 
in cafes that have began exactly alike, where the 
difcharge, pulfe, and faintnefs have appeared the 
fame, and there has been no remarkable difference 
in the age, {trength, and conftitution of the patient, 
and the fame treatment, has, likewife, been made 
ufe of, they have, neverthelefs, in the end turned 
out quite differently, why in fome, the difcharge 
is reftrained by ufing the common palliating means, 


_ and the labor terminates fafely by waiting for na- 
_ture to empty the womb, and in ethers, notwith- 


ftanding the ufe of the very fame methods, it in- 
creales to a degree that expofes the woman’s life 
to the moft immediate danger, and thereby renders 
the turning of the child neceflary: and, fecondly, 
to be able to procure this information as early. as 
poflible after the coming on of the Hemorrhage, 
fo as to enable us to determine with certainty, be- 
fore too much blood has been loft, whether it be 
right to endeavour to reftrain it by the means be- 
fore-mentioned, or to proceed at once to delivery. 
A knowledge of the true caufes that produce 


floodings, will give us all the information, which I 


have confidered as the frft requifite towards an im- 
provement in the practice; for though it has been 
little noticed by thofe who have written upon the 
fubject, they ‘certainly arife from two very differs 
ent caufes, which are very different in the danger 
they produce, and. which require a very oppofite 
method of treatment. | 

Floodings have, indeed, heretofore been confi- 


~ dered as arifing from two different caufes, one 


f 
} 
} 


i 


alone of which was fuppofed dangerous; a diftinc- 


the 
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the difcharge which came from the Vagina, and 
that which proceeded from the Uterus, and when 
it came from the Uterus, they alfo diftinguifhed 
whether it came from the bottom or the orifice of 
the womb, by which was only meant, whether it 
was occafioned by a feparation of the Placenta, or 
whether it was owing merely to a rupture of the 
veffels of the Vagina or Os Uteri, produced by the 
diftenfion of labor: this diftinétion, to thofe who 
are the leaft converfant with practice, muft appear 
trifling, as n@ bleeding of confequence enough to 
deferve confideration, ever comes from the latter; 
and that, which is the object of the prefent enquiry, 
always proceeds from the Uterus. - 
The feparation of the Placenta from the Uterus, — 
before the delivery of the child, and the confequent 
opening of its veffels, muft, therefore, be looked © 
upon as the proximate caufe of every confiderable 
difcharge of blood from the womb at that time: 
but this premature feparation of it may be produced © 
by very different caufes, and it is a knowledge of | 
this difference that will, in my opinion, remove the _ 
difficulty of afcertaining the reafon, why the fame 
* apparent complaint fhould, very often, fo widely 
differ in its termination, and at the fame time re- 
move alfo the uncertainty of treating x. 
There is no particular part of the Uterus, to 
which nature feems conftantly and uniformly to fix 
the Placenta, it is, neverthelefs, for the moft part, 
fo fituated, that if the woman be healthy, and no 
accident befal her, it does not feparate till the full 
term of pregnancy, nor then before the entire ex- 
pulfion of the child, after which it becomes dif- 
engaged from the Uterus, and is thrown off, mak- 
ing room for its entire contraction, which fhutting 
up the mouths of the veffels, effectually prevents 
any confiderable lofs of blood; for which purpofe, 
it 


7 ‘ 
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it is plain, it muft be fixed to fome part of the 
womb which does not dilate during labor, namely, 
to the fundus or fides of it. 


In this cafe, then, when a flooding comes on be- 


fore the delivery of the child, it is obvious, that 
the feparation of the Placenta muft be owing to 
fome accidental circum{tance, to violence done to 
the Uterus by blows or falls, to fome peculiar laxity 
of the uterine veflels from badnefs of habit, or fe- 
ver, or to the influence of the paflions of the mind 
fuddenly excited, fuch as fear, anger, @c. 
But from the uncertainty, with which (as before 
obferved) nature fixes the Placenta to the Uterus, 


_ “it may happen to be fo fituated, that when the full 


term of pregnancy is arrived, and labor begins, a 
flooding neceffarily accompanies it, and without the 
intervention of any of the above accidental circum- 
{tances ; that is, when it is fixed to that part of the 


~ womb which always dilates as labor advances, name- 


- 


ly, the Collum and Os Uteri, in which cafe, it is 


very certatn that the Placenta cannot, as before de- 
{cribed, remain fecure till the expulfion of the 
child, but muft, of neceffity, be feparated from it, 
in proportion as the Uterus opens, and, by that 
means, an Hemorrhage muft unavoidably be pro- 
duced. aes Da . ' 

That floodings, which arife from thefe two differ- 


ent caufes, which I will diftinguifh by the names of 


accidental and unavoidable, though they may appear 
exactly fimilar in their firft fymptoms, fhould ter- 
minate very differently, if left to nature, affilted 
only by the palliating means before mentioned, 
cannot feem itrange ; nor can it be a doubt that 
of thefe two kinds of floodings, only one of them, 
namely, that which is produced by an accidental 
feparation of the Placenta, can be relieved by the 
ule of thefe palliatives; and that the other,» in 
paeay which 


* 
’ 
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which the Placenta is fixed to the Os Uteri, and 
the flooding is therefore unavoidable, cannot poflibly 
be fupprefled by any other method whatever, than . 
the timely removal. of the contents of the womb: 
for fuppofing the difcharge to be for a while reftrain- 
ed by bleeding, medicine, cool air, &c. it will in- 
evitably return when nature is fo far recovered as 
again to bring on labor: in the firft cafe, if the | 
Hemorrhage have been checked by the ufe of the 
above means, it is not impoflible but labor may 
come on, and the child be fafely expelled by the 
natural pains, before it returns; or, if it fhould - 
return, it may not encreafe in quantity; as in this 
cafe, very probably, the feparated part of the Pla-. 
centa, which occafions the difcharge, remains near- 
ly the fame; whereas, in the other cafe, in which 
the dilatation of the Os Uteri produces the fepara- 
tion of the Placenta, every return of pain muift be 
a return of the bleeding, and it muft become great- 
er and greater, as the Uterus opens more and more, 
and the Placenta is in proportion detached, till it 
increafes to a degree that exhaufts the patient, and 
fhe dies beiore nature has been able to expel the 
» child. That fuch muft, inevitably, be the progrefs 
' and event of floodings arifing from fuch a cha if 
left to nature, is too obvious to be further infifted 
on. = Ee iow =“ | 
That this attachment of the Placenta to the Os — 
Uteri, is much: oftener a caufe of floodings than 
‘authors and practitioners are dware of, I am from 
experience fully fatisfied; and fo far am I convinced 
of its frequent occurrence, that I am ready to-be- 
lieve that moft, if not all, of thofe cafes which re- 
quire turning the child, are produced by this un- 
fortunate original fituation of it; and, moreover, 
(which is perhaps of as much praétical importance 
to know) when the Placenta is not fo fituated, the 
: events 
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events of the annexed cafes authorife me to fay, 
that if the patient be properly managed, nature 
will, for the moft part, terminate the labor fafely, 
without any manual afliftance of the furgeon.* 
And independent of the proofs which experience 
gives, it feems reafonable that in the latter cafe it 
fhould be fo; for thofe who are much converfant 
with the difficult part of midwifery, muft have ob- 
ferved, how much more nature is able to do for her 
own relief than is commonly imagined, and how, 
unexpectedly, fhe will fometimes effet, what art 
has been a long time in vain attempting; if we add 
to this, that when any dangerous circumftance af- 
_fe&ts the Uterus, nature ever makes fome effort to 
remove it, need we be furprized, that in thefe cafes, 
when the Placenta is not at the mouth of the womb, 
and there is, therefore, no impediment to its dila- 
tation, and the expulfion of the child, fhe fhould, 

for the moft part, fafely effect both? 
There are not, indeed, wanting relations of 
cafes, in which the Placenta has been found at the 
ae mouth 


* I have the fatisfaction of adding two very refpettable au- 
thorities in further confirmation of what I have juft faid, the 
* one is of Mr. Charles White of Manchefter, and the other 
of Mr. John Aikin, of Warrington, gentlemen well known 
both as furgeons, and as wrjters; Mr. White, who has had 
the moft extenfive practice in midwifery, as there was a time 
when almoft all the difficult cafes not only in Manchefter, but 
in a very populous neighbourhood, through a large circuit of 
many miles, fell under his care, and who is therefore well’ 
qualified to judge upon the fubjeét, tells me, “‘ That the di- 
ftintion I make between floodings which are accidental and 
thofe which are unavoidable, perfectly agrees with his experi- 
ence in fuch cafes, and that he is very clear that few, if any, 
of the former require turning and delivery by art.” And Mr, 
Aikin, whofe prattice is alfo confiderable, fays, ‘* That he has 
never had occafion to ufe forcible dilatation and turning ex- 
cept where the Placenta has been found at the mouth of the 
Uterus,”’ ; 


* 
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mouth of the Uterus, but it was ufually fuppofed 
to have been feparated from fome other part of it, 
and pufhed down into that fithation by its own gra- 
vity, and the force of the natural pains, and fome 
have even denied the poflibility of its ever being 
originally fixed there. | 
Mauriceau* has a chapter on this fubje&, and 
La Motte; relates three cafes of it; but they both 
fuppofe that when the Placenta prefents it is ever 
wholly detached, and confidering it therefore asa 
foreign body, direct that it thould be always im- 
mediately brought away. fa PORTE 
Dionist fays, “ That the after-birth fometimes 
loofens before the membranes, which contain the 
waters, are broke, and when the infant turns it- 
felf, it is to be found at the internal orifice of the’ 
womb.” / | 
Ruyfch § fays, “ It is well known, that the Pla- 
centa Uterina fometimes prolap/es or _ fubjedes before 
the foetus in the time of parturition.” ; 
_ Deventer {| relates, that when the Placenta is de- 
tached from the Uterus, it is ufually found at the 
orifice, to which it defcends by its weight, “ Oz 
fon poids Pentraine;”’ and im another place he cails 
it, “ Ja chute,” the falling down of the Placenta. 
Giffard** has more than twenty cafes, where the 
Placenta was found at the Os Uteri, but he plainly 
ee fuppofes 


* Difeafes of: Women with Child and in Child’ Bed, tranflat-- 
ed by Chamberlen, 1752. 
+ General Treatife of- Midwifery, tranflated. by Tomkyns, 
1746. bait St 
$ Treatife of Midwifery, tranflated from the French, 1719. 
§ Praétical Obfervations in Surgery and Midwifery, Englith 
Tranflation, 1751. . 
| Obfervations importantes fur le Manual des Accouchemens, 
_ traduites du Latin, 1734. 
** Cafes in Midwifery, 1734. 
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fuppofes that it.had not been originally fixed there, 
| for he fays, “ It is cuftomary in floodings to find 
the Placenta /unk down to the mouth of the womb,’ 
Smellie, in his firft volume of Midwifery, more 
than once: mentions the poflibility of the Placenta 
being fixed to this part of the Uterus, and in his 
third volume, defcribes feveral cafes in which it was 
there fituated; but there are no practical inferences 
drawn from them,-nor, in his directions about the 
management of floodings, are there any rules given 
relative to this fituation of it. | 
There is a fimilar cafe related by Dr. D’Urban, 
in his elegant Latin Diflertation on the Haemorrhagia 
~“Uterina, which he evidently confiders as a moft un- 
ufual one; for, {peaking of the Placenta being 
there fituated, and thereby producing the flooding, 
rete ‘* fingularem Hemorrhagia hujus caufam 
uiffe.”’ ’ Ete 
Dr. Hunter, in his beautiful engravings of differ- 
ent views of the gravid Uterus, lately publithed, 
has one, in which the Placenta was found at the 
‘Os- Uteri, and had been the caufe of a fatal flood- 
ing.* ‘ers : 
sides authorities might ftill be produced, to prove 
that the Placenta has been often found in this fitua- 
tion, but thefe are fufficient; and I have not the 
satay } leaft 


me | 


_ * Since I wrote the above, I have feen Levret’s Treatife on 
Midwifery, written in French, and publifhed at Paris a few 
‘years ago, and on the fubject of floodings,* he has a chapter 
to prove that the Placenta may.be fituated on the Os Uteri 
without having been, previoufly feparated from fome: other 
part, and puthed down there, he illuftrates what he fays by 
four cafes, two of which were under his own care, another 
was communicated by a friend,. and the laft was an account of 
a diffection of a gravid Uterus publifhed in the Hiftory of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris in 1723, in which the 
Placenta was found there fituated, and had been the caufe of 
gn Hemorrhage which proved mortal, 
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leaft doubt, but in all of them it was originally fixed 


to the Os Uteri; it is poflible, indeed, if the womb — 
open with unufual facility and quicknefs, and the 


woman, through a peculiar conftitutional ftrength, 
be able to fupport the lofs of blood which muit ne- 
ceflarily be produced by it, that the Placenta may 
become wholly detached; and its having been fome- 
times found lying loofe there, is, undoubtedly, the 
reafon why it has been fuppofed to have been fepa- 
rated from fome other part of the womb, and to 


have fallen down into that fituation: the impoflibility. 


of fuch a circumftance, will, however, be very 
evident, if we confider the anatomy of the gravid 
Uterus; for the Spongy Chorion,* which, by an 
univerfal adhefion, connects the membranes to the 
Uterus, and which is an expanfion of the furface 
of the Placenta, muft effectually prevent the latter 
trom changing its place, whilft the former remains 
unfeparated, which I am convinced from feveral 
diffeCtions it always does till the expulfion of the 
child; indeed, there muft be a partial feparation of 
this membrane, in the {pace between the Placenta 
and the Os Uteri, to allow of the difcharge of 
blood into the Vagina, but there muft be an entire 
feparation of it, above as well as below the Placenta, 
to admit of its falling down, which, I fhould fup- 
pofe, could never take place before the delivery of 
the child. , . 


It may appear extraordinary, that a circumftance, 


attended with fo much danger, and which feems to 
be 


* This fine cellular fubftance, which is the conneéting me- 
dium between the Uterus and the Chorion, and through which 
an infinite number of veffels ramify, was defcribed by the late 
Dr. M‘Kenzie, under the name I have ufed, but it is fome- 
times called the Membrana Cribriformis, and I find Dr. Hunter, 
in his anatomical plates of the gravid Uterus, gives it the. 
name of Decidua. 
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be fo frequent a caufe of the Uterine Hemorrhage 
fhould have hitherto been fo little noticed, for 
though, in the cafes which have juft been alluded 
to, the Placenta was found at the Os Uteri, yet it 
was, in very few of them, fuppofed to have been 
originally fixed there, and | make no doubt but it 
has often happened when it has not been known at 
all to the furgeon, as I am induced to believe that 
in the greateft number of thofe inftances, in which 
the women have died undelivered, the floodings 
have been produced by this attachment of it: but 
this. is eafily accounted for, when we confider, that 
it is very rarely that a furgeon has an opportunity 
of opening the gravid Uterus after death, that there 
are very few fymptoms in the courfe of the com- 
plaint, which might lead a perfon unapprized of its 
frequent occurrence, to fuch a conjecture, and that 
in the early part of labor, when the Uterus is high 
in the Pelvis, and the Os Tincz is very little open, 
it is not difcoverable by the ufual mode of examina- 
tion: we may alfo add, that in thofe few cafes 
where there has been fufficient ftrength to admit of 
its being completely open, the Placenta muft have 
been found loofe; and, moreover, which is perhaps 
the principal reafon, that the number of floodings 
which happen, when compared to the number of 
labors, is fo fall, that very few muft come under 


the notice of thofe who are engaged only in private 
practice, not enow probably in their whole lives to 
draw their attention fufficiently to the fubjec, or 
_to make them competent judges of it.’ 


_ Admitting, then, that floodings are produced by 
thefe two different caufes,* and that they require a 
oe eS | ’ treatment 


* La Motte relates a cafe of flooding, in his 214th obferva- 
tion, produced by a caufe different to either of thofe I have 
méntioned, and which, probably, would: be more dangerous 

thar 
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treatment fo widely different, we cannot be at a 
lofs when fuch occur to us, and we have difcovered 
the particular caufe from which they arife, how to 
aét; as, in the one cafe, we fhall be encouraged to 
wait, and make ufe of fuch means-to-reftrain the 
difcharge, as will be more particularly mentioned 
hereafter, and in the other, we {hall hefitate to have 
recourfe to delivery by art: for it is very obvious, 
that the want of fuccefs which has fo often attend- 
ed the turning the child, when fuch has been 
thought neceflary, is to be attributed to the opera- 
tion having been too long delayed, rather than to 

gees “any 


than that which arifes from the accidental caufe, as it would 
continue as much during the prefence as the abfence of pain, 
nor would it ceafe till the child and Placenta weré removed, 
which, unlefs the progrefs of the labor was quick,’ might pro- 
duce a lofs of blood fufficient to deftroy the: woman; the cafe 
[allude to is a rupture of one of the umbilical veffels, owing 
to the cord being feveral times twifted round the child’s neck, 
and to its texture being remarkably weak and knotty: but as 
this is fo very extraordinary an inftance, thatit, pethaps, may 
never occur again, and as it would be, moreover, impoffible 
to know the caufe of it till the labor was. finifhed,. I think it 
deferves not to be confidered amongft the general caufes of 
the Uterine Hemorrhage. _ 
Another circumftance may likewife happen to prevent the 
expulfion of the child by nature, even when the flooding is not 
/produced by the attachment of the Placenta to the Os Uteri, 
‘I mean, when the Pelvis is fo badly formed that the head can- 
not pafs in the ufual time: Mr. Aikin has favoured me with.a 
cafe fomewhat like this; “¢ He was fent for to a woman who 
had flooded pretty much, the membranes were broken and the 
Funis was coming down into the Vagina, he immediately intro- 


duced his hand to turn, when Ke found the head inthe paflagey 


which by a pain was forced pretty low, and he thought the la- 
bor would foon be over, but after waiting two or three hours 
the head continued where it was, and the flooding returned at 
times; the woman being now very we2k and the child certain- 
ly dead, from the obftruction of the naval-ftring, which was 
arabes he opened the head, delivered, and the patient 
*.- did: well.” 


1 
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any real danger that attends the cautious perform- 
ance of it; as if it be not attempted, as ufually’ 
happens, till the woman be well nigh-exhaufted, it 
mutt certainly be a doubtful matter whether fhe 


‘hives through the operation, or if fhe furvive that, 


whether the debilitated Uterus will be able to con- 
. tract itfelf when its contents are removed, fo far as 
to put an entire ftop to the difcharge: the changes 
under fuch circumftances being, then, fo unfavour- 
able, no wonder that the moft cautious and fkilful 
turning of the child has fo feldom been attended 
with fuccefs. | 

The fuccefs of turning depending, therefore, en- . 
tirely upon its being done before the patient has 
loft too much blood, it is a matter of the utmoft 
importance to obtain, an early knowledge of the 
neceflity there is of doing it, or in other words, to 
know at the beginning of the difcharge, whether 
it be produced by the Placenta being fituated on 
‘the Os Uteri or not; which is the /econd circum- 
ftance I before confidered as effentially neceflary to 
- enable the furgeon to practice with certainty in thefe 
cafes, and concerning which I fhall now endeavour 
to give fome directions. 

There is, perhaps, fome difference to be obferved 
in the time and manner that floodings, produced by 
thefe different caufes, come on; probably, that 
which is occafioned by the Placenta béing fixed to 
the Os Uteri, will, for the moft part, not come on 
till the full term of parturition, when the Uterus 
begins to dilate from the approach of labor; the 

“other, which is owing to fome accidental feparation 
of the Placenta, may, on the other hand, come on 
before labor begins, and indeed at any time during 
pregnancy, and poflibly, were we to be very nice 
im our enquiries, it might be accounted for by the 
patient’s having received fome external injury, hav- 
| Ing . 
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ing fuffered by a fever, or undergone fome fudden 
and confiderable fright, &¢—but as thefe, with 
other fymptoms that might, very likely, be enume- 
rated, are, at beft, but vague and: equivocal and 
as alfo, though the Placenta be fituated on the mouth _ 
of the womb, it may, neverthelefs, fometimes be — 
feparated by the fame accidental means which de- 
tach it, when otherwife fituated, the only certain 
knowledge refpecting its fituation, is to be derived 
from an examinateon of the Uterus by the touch. 
For this purpofe, however, the ufual method with | 
one finger will not always fuffice, but the hand muft 
be introduced into the Vagina, and one finger in- 
finuated into the Uterus;* for in feveral of the fol- 
lowing cafes it will appear, that though the women 
were frequently examined in the ufwal way, the 
Placenta was not difcovered till the hand was admit- 
ted for the purpofe of turning the child: if this 
be done flowly and cautioufly, and the hand be pro- 
perly lubricated, it will feldom give the patient 
much pain, but if it fhould give fome pain, as it 
is to obtain information fo effentially neceflary to 
her fafety, that ought never to induce us to omit 
doing it, or to do it imperfeétly: if the Placenta 
“be at the mouth of the Uterus, it will be imme- 
diately felt by the finger, and may be diftinguifhed 
from the membranes, by its greater thicknefs, and 
; : ; from 


* J have lately had an opportunity of feeing an accurate 
copy of Dr. Young’s very excellent Lectures on the Theory 
and Pra¢tice of Midwifery, and though he takes no notice of. 
this fingular fituation of the Placenta, he advifes in floodings 
always to examine the ftate of the Uterus, by introducing the 
hand into the Vaginas the reafon he gives for it is, that the 
coagulated blood which is ufually found in the paffage, renders 
it impoffible to feel the Os Uteri with fufficient diftinétnefs by 
the finger alone: if, then, it be right when the fituation of 
the Placenta is not an object of enquiry, the propriety of my 
recommending it above muft be very obvious, 
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_ from coagula of blood, by the irregularity and 


roughnefs ‘of its interior furface, which will then 
prefent to the finger. . 

At muft, be acknowledged, indeed, that it may 
fometimes happen, that, at the very firft coming on 


of the complaint, if the difcharge be fmall, and 


more efpecially if it be the patient’s firft child, and 


‘the: parts be clofe and unyielding, the admiffion of 


the hand into the Vagina, as I have directed, will 
be attended with the utmoft dificulty, and, per- 
haps, be almoft impraticable:—in this cafe let us 
wait (but let it be with the patient) till the difcharge 


in¢reafes, or has continued long enough to relax. 


the parts, for certainly, if the woman be able to 
bear lofing a little blood, which at firft fhe may 
fafely do, the examination will be thereby rendered 
more eafy, and the turning the child, if neceflary, 
be more practicable and fafe. | : 
Suppofing, then, that the Placenta fhould, from 
this enquiry, be found at the mouth of the womb, 
the -furgeon will be at.once convinced of the dan- 
ger:that muft unavoidably attend delay, from the 
mpoflibility there will be of \affording the woman 


relief by any other means than the timely removal 


of the child, and will, on that account, not hefitate 


to deliver before too great a lofs has been fuftained. 


In recommending early delivery, I think it right, 
however, to exprefs a caution againit the premature 
introduction of the hand, and the too forcible dila- 


tation of the Os Uteri, before itis fufficiently re- 


taxed by pain or difcharge; for’it is, undoubtedly, 
very certain, that the turning may be performed too 
‘foon as well as too late, and that the confequences 
of the one ‘may be as deftructive to the patient as 
the other. I am particularly led to obferve this, as 
T have lately been informed, from very good autho- 
rity, (namely, a gentleman to whom one ‘of the 


cafes 


c 
-— 
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cafes occurred,) of three unhappy inftances of an 
error of this fort, which happened, fome years ago, 
to three furgeons of eftablifhed reputation, who, 
from the fuccefs they had met with in delivering fe- 
- yeral who were reduced to the laft extremity, were 
encouraged to attempt it where but very little blood 
had been loft, in hopes that their patient’s conftitu- 
tions would fuffer lefs injury, and their recovery be 
more {peedy; which, till the experiment was made, 
was a very reafonable fuppofition; the women died, 
and they feemed convinced that their deaths. were 
owing to the violence of being delivered too foon, © 
and not to the lofs of blood, or any other caufe. 

It becomes, then, neceflary to endeavour to af: 
certain, with a degree of accuracy, the precife time 
when we may proceed to deliver, without fear of 
incurring the ill effects either of precipitancy or de- 
lay. | 
Bs has been advifed, never to introduce the hand 
till nature has fhewn fome difpofition to relieve her- 
felf, by the dilatation of the Os Uteri to the fize 
of a fhilling, or a half crown, and this rule is cer- 
tainly founded on a rational principle, for when it is 
fo much dilated, there is no doubt but the turning 
' may be eafily and fafely affeGted; but from fome of 
the annexed cafes it appears, that a dilatation to — 
this degree fometimes does not take place at all, 
- and that even when the woman is dying from the 
great lofs of blood, the Uterus is very little open; 
the reafon for which feems to be, that when the dif= 
charge has been confiderable, and more particularly 
when much blood has been fuddenly loft, fuch a 
faintnefs is brought on, that though the Uterus be 
totally relaxed, and might therefore be opened by 
the moft gentle efforts, yet nature is unable to make 
». ufe of thofe efforts; and, moreover, if there be 

flight pains, the adhefion of the Placenta to the in- 
oe ternal 
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ternal furface of the mouth of the womb, counter- 
acts their influence, and thereby hinders its giving 
way to a power, which would otherwile, probably, 
very eafily open it. 

It appears, then, that this rule, if invariably ad- 
hered to, would, in fome cafes, be attended with 
danger, as we might wait for-the opening of the 
Uterus, till it was too late to relieve the womati by 
turning the child; and for this reafon it feems right, 


that we fhould fometimes be as much influenced by 


the Os Uteri being in a ftate capable of dilatation 
without violence, as by its being really open; when 
this is the cafe, therefore, if the woman’s fituation 
demand fpeedy afliftance, we fhould not hefitate to 
attempt delivery, even though to the touch the 
Uterus feem quite fhut, more efpecially as in mak- 
ing the attempt, we fhall know, before we can pof- 
fibly have injured the Uterus, whether it be fafe to 
proceed ;—if the womb readily give way, and the 
hand pafs with eafe, we may be certain no harm will 
follow, and may, on that account, confidently pro- 


 fecute the turning; but if, on the contrary, there 


immediately come on a contraction of the Os Uteri, 
that, in a purfe-like manner, tightly furrounds the 
fingers, it will prove difficult, and we ought there- 
fore to defift, and wait till the part be more relaxed 
by pain or difcharge, as difficulty, in thefe circum- 
ftances, is the trueft criterion of danger. 
As an encouragement that we may fafely fuffer 
a woman, under fuch circumftances, to lofe more 
blood, the contraction may certainly be looked up- 
on as a proof, that there ftill remains a confiderable 
portion of animal ftrength, and that fhe has not 
been fo much affeéted by the lofs, as we before ima- 
gined; and if we can fo far moderate the difcharge, 
as to prevent the blood from being too fuddenly — 
loft, which, in fuch a cafe, it muft be ourendeavour ~ 
; | to. 
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to do, a very confidérable quantity may come away 
without endangering the life of the patient. But 
in waiting for a further relaxation, we ought by no 


means to leave’ the woman, not ¢ven if the flooding, : 


from thé niean’s we have uféd to moderate it, be 
totally. fupprefled; as when the Placenta is here 
firaated, the Hemorrhage will fometimes return fo 
fuddenly and profufely, that if the furgeon be not 
at hand immediately to bring away the child, the 
woman perifhes in a very little time.* 

| D To: 


" * The cafe of the Ring's coachman’s wife, related by Smel- 
lie in his anfwer to Douglas, is a ftriking proof of the danger 
of leaving a patient in fuch a fituation. The woman had 
floodéd feveral times from the middle of the féventh month to 
within a fortnight of her full reckoning, at which time it in+ 
creafed much, the had flight pains, and the Os Uteri was found 
open to the fize of a fixpence, beyond which was a foft fub- 
flance that'felt like the Placenta; as the dilatation was, he thought, 
infufficient to admit of délivery, hé detefmined to wait; the 
adviee of another phyfician was taken, who corfcurred with 
him that it was proper to wait till *‘ thofe pains thould bring 
on right labour,” they therefore left the patient; but in a few 
hours after he was again fent for, when he found her in fuch 
extrenie faintnefs, that fhe expired foon after his arrival: the 


body was opened, and the Placenta was found at thé Os Uteri. — 


-=Itis obferved, indeed, that atrial was then made to open the 
mouth. of the womb, but it was not effected without much dif- 
ficulty and a laceration, fuch an accident happening however 
after death, (when every ftrong membranous part is equally in- 
capable of contraction and extenfion,) is nd proof that if the 
moft favourable opportunity had been watched for, and a gra- 


dual.and repeated endeavour to open it had been before made, — 


it would not have fucceeded : their determining to wait “ till 
right labor fhould come on,” and leaving their patient without 
apprehending its bringing on an incréafe of the difcharge, 
proves their not having thought about the Placenta, and their 
not being aware of the unavoidable confequence of fuch'a fi- 
tuation of it; and I bave related the cafe as much to prove 
this, as to exemplify the danger of leaying a patientunder fuch 
circumftances. 
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To fleer fafely, then, between the two danger- 
ous extremes, it appears neceffary that, on the one 
hand, we fhould never deliver till the dilatation of 
__ the womb can be effected by eafy means, and, on 
_ the other hand, when it has been fufficiently relax- 
ed by difcharge, if the woman have fuffered much 
by it, that we fhould no longer defer it, notwith- 
ftanding, from the abfence or ineflicacy of pain, the 
Os Uteri fhould remain unopened: yet, after all, 
as turning feems to be only neceflary when the Pla- 
centa is fixed to the mouth of the womb, and that 
circumftance can feldom be known till the hand be 
introduced into the Vagina, and one finger be in- 
finuated into the Uterus, I fhould imagine it not 
very likely that we fhould often be in danger of in- 
juring the patient by premature delivery, as when . 
the hand pafles eafily into the Vagina, I fhould fup- 
_ pofe there will be feldom much difficulty in its ad. 
‘miflion into the Uterus. as, 

In introducing the hand for the purpofe of turn- 
ing, when the Os Uteri has been carefully dilated, — 
if the feparated part of the Placenta be immediately 
prefenting, it is beft to endeavour to pafs the finger 
through the fubftance of it, and by degrees with 
other fingers to enlarge the opening, till the hand 
can get through it into the cavity of the Uterus: 
the obvious reafon for this is, that by this means 
not more of the Placenta may be feparated, than is 
neceflary for the introduction of the hand, and con- 
fequently that as little increafe of bleeding as pof- 
fible may be produced by the operation; but if it 
be impracticable, as have more than once found ~ 
it, and it muft ever be when the middle of the Pla- 
centa prefents to the hand, from the thicknefs of it 


near the Funis, it muft be carefully feparated from 


SS SS SS 


the Uterus on one fide, and the hand paffed till it 


_ gets to the membranes, which being eafily broken, 
: it 
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it is admitted into the bag, the floating foetus is 
turned, and the delivery finifhed, as in preternatu- 
ral pofitions of the child; except, that in this cafe 
the extraction fhould be more flow, that the Uterus 


may not be unable to contract, by being too fud- 


denly emptied: a moderate preflure from the hand 
of an affiftant, upon the Abdomen, as the child is 
coming away, will likewife be of ufe to affift the 
contraction. ‘The Placenta being at the Os Uteri, 
and being ufually feparated more by the introdution 
of the hand, commonly comes away immediately, 
but if a part of it fhould remain adhering, and the 
difcharge continue, it fhould be carefully removed, 
and as it is fo near, it may very eafily be done. 

If, on the contrary, it be clear from this careful 
examination of the Uterus, that the Placenta is not 
at the mouth of it, and that the coming on, or in- 
creafe of labor, will not of neceflity increafe the 
difcharge, provided it be not very profufe, (for let 
it be remembered, that I am fuppofing the exanii- 
nation to be made early, and before any confidera- 
ble quantity of blood has been loft,) it certainly will 
be proper to wait for the natural pains, and, in the 
mean time, to ufe fuch methods as are likely to re- 
{train the flooding, which are, the admitting a free 
circulation of cool air into the room, keeping the 
patient in an horizontal pofture, giving her anodyne, 
with Tinétur: Rofar: &c. and fupplying her fre- 
quently with fuch cool and fimple nutritious drinks 
as will fupport her without quickening the circula- 
tion; from purfuing this method it will often hap- 
pen, that the difcharge goes off entirely, and if the 
woman be not arrived at her full term, and fhe be 


kept very ftill and calm, that it does not return be- — 


fore labor comes on. But ii it fhould ftill continue, 
or return frequently, it will be right, if pofiible, 
to bring the Uterus into a flate of contraction, by 

| exciting 


hes 
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exciting fome pain, which may often be: done by 
gently irritating the Qs Uteri with the fingers. if 
this fucceed, and the mouth of the Uterus be there- 
by fo far dilated, that the diflended membranes may 


-be felt, they mutt be immediately pierced by pafling 


a probe along the finger, as upon the difcharge of 
water thus produced, the womb neceflarily contracts 
to acertain degree, and the flooding proportionably 
abates; this is, for the moft part, foon fucceeded 
by flight pains, which if the child prefent fair, have 
very foon an effect upon it, and puth it dewn.* 

In the then relaxed and inelaftic ftate of the Ute- 


rus, it is aftonifhing how much it is influenced by 


a trifling degree of pain, dilating and giving way to 
the moft gentle throws; infomuch that, in. thefe 
cafes, the child ufually paffes with half of the ordi- 
nary efforts of nature: it is likewife remarkable, 
that the difcharge commonly abates upon the com- 


ing on of pain; + which proyes the propriety of en- 


deavouring 


* This is the method of practice recommended by Puzos in 
his Memoire fur Pertes de Sang, which if confidered as relating 
only to cafes produced by an accidental feparation of the Pla- 


_ cénta, is certainly an excellent one, and thefe are the only ones 


that-feem to have occurred to him, for he appears not to be 


- aware of the Placenta being femetimes fixed to the Os Uteri, 


- in.which cafe, it is plain, his advice muft be dangerous. The 


 fuccefs that attende 


the management of his cafes, which were 
certainly produced by accidental caufes, may, | think, ferve to 


ftrengthen what I have ventured to declare as my opinion, that 


when fuch is the cafe, it will, for the moft part, terminate fafe- 


ly by the fole affiftance of nature. 
+ TheFundus and fides of the Uterus being in a ftate of con- 


_ traction daring the prefertce of pain, prefs upon the Placenta, 
and leffen the flux of blood into the womb; moreover, when 
_ the water is efcaped, the child’s body comes in contac with 
_ the Uterus, and the Placenta may likewife be preffed upow by 
it, fo as to have its veffels ftopped, and thefe are, without 
_ doubt, the reafons why it is ob{crved that the flooding ufually: 


abates 


\ 
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deavouring to excite it by the means before-men- 
tioned, when the other methods ufed to reftrain 
the flooding do not fucceed, and trom this circum- 
ftance, too, the early examination with the hand in 


the Vagina, and one finger in the Qs Uteri, is not 


only ufeful when the Placenta is there fituated, but 
from the ftimulus it excites, is of fervice to bring 
on pain, and facilitate labot when it is not fo fituat- 
ed. : 

But if, notwithftanding, this mode of treatment, 
the difcharge fhould not leflen, if the evacuating 
the waters fhould not abate it, and if, moreover, 
labor pains, fufficient for expelling the child, fhould 
not fueceed, and the flooding fhould ftill increafe, 
fo as to endanger the life of the patient, I fhould 
imagine it hardly neceflary to fay, that even in this 
cafe, as well as when the Placenta is fixed tothe Os 
Uteri, the only-certain method of ftopping it fhould 


be ufed, namely, the delivery of the child by turn- 


ing; for though I have never yet met with a cafe 
that under fuch circumftances has required it, and 
' believe fuch very rarely happens, yet I would not be 
fuppofed to fay fuch an one cannot occur, as the 
feparation of the Placenta may, for inftance, be 
produced by fuch violence done to the Abdomen, 
and the Hemorrhage may be fo profufe, that no- 
thing but a fpeedy delivery by art will put a ftop to 
it. I only mean, that when we are called in early 
to flooding cafes, if we judge only by the quantity 
of blood that has been loft, which may be fmall, 
and the prefent ftrength of the woman, which may 

be 


abates whilft the pain Continues, but this muft obvioufly be 
only when the Placenta is fixed to any part but the Collum and 
Os Uteri, in which café the reverfe muft happen, as thofe 
parts are dilated during pain: it may be of ufe to attend to 
this circumftance, when we cannot fo foon as we could with, 
make a manual enquiry into the caufe of the flooding. ; 
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be confiderable, we muft frequently be deceived in 
our judgment of the cafes, and be in danger of 
ufing a wrong method of treatment, but that the 
knowledge of the caufes which produce them, will 
in the one cafe, for the moft part, jultify our wait- 
ing; and in the other, will invariably prove the 
propriety of turning the child. 

The want of fuccefs which has fo often attended 
turning in flooding cafes, has, however, induced 
fome people to believe there is danger in the opera- 
tion itfelf, and that, independent of the time and 
manner of its being performed, the mifchief in 
part arifes from that: among others, Puzos raifes 
objections that have a tendency to difcourage it; he 
draws, indeed, a very nice comparifon between the 
influence that natural, and artificial labor have upon 
the Uterus, and feems thence to infer, that the in- 


jury done to it by the latter, is very often the reafon 


why it is unable to contract itfelf after the child and 
Placenta have been removed: there can be no doubt 
but that the womb ever fuffers more from art than 
from nature, as the latter is more gentle, flow, and 
regular in her efforts to expel the child, than the 
former is to bring it away; but he certainly goes 
too far in attributing fo much mifchief to the ope- 


’ ration by art, as if the want of contractile power 


in the Uterus were owing to the mere mode of de- 
livery, it would very often turn out fo in preterna- 
tural labors, where the improper pofition of the 
children renders the introduction of the hand to 
turn them neceflary, in which too the Uterus being 
more rigid than in flooding cafes, more force is 
requifite to effect it, and confequently more violence 
is offered to the womb; but every one’s practice 
in thefe cafes contradiéts it; furely the obvious rea- 
fon then for the want of fuccefs is, in moft cafes, 
what has been before obferved, that the delivery 

é as 


UTERINE HZAMORRHAGE. 27 


has been too long deferred, and the woman too 
much exhaufted by the great lofs of blood. - 

It has been likewife urged by fome, as an addi- 
tional objection to ‘turning, that in thefe cafes there 
is, for. the moft part, fuch an infenfibility of the 
Uterus, that as nature is, on that account, unable 
to expel the child, the,will, forthe fame reafon, be 
unable to contract.the womb, if delivery be effected 
by art, and, independent of the injury which turn- 
ing may do to, the Uterus, that all attempts to flop 
the difcharge, will, for this reafon, be ineffectual, 
but I fhould fuppofe this want of fenfibility to be 
owing to the fame caule,, the lofs of blood; for 
when the Placenta prefents to the Os Uteri, (which 
is the cafe we comfider as’requiring turning,) no 
wonder nature is unable to. expel the child, as every 
effort fhe ufes to dilate the womb for that purpofe, 
mutt feparate the Placenta, produce an increafe of 
bleeding, and proportionably leffen the vital power; 
fuch an idea, therefore, which feems to be-an un- 
juft.one, ought never to induce us to omit ufing 
the only certain method of ftopping the flooding, 
and thereby of preventing that infenfibility, which 


. a further lefs of blood alone occafions. 


_To many practitioners, moreover, the introduc- 
tion of the hand to turn the child, is a very difa- 
greeable operation, and if they have not been much 
ufed to it in cafes where the Uterus is but little © 
open, it appears.a very difficult and formidable one: 
it, were. to be withed, that even this circumftance 
had never an improper influence upon furgeons, 
efpecially thofe who are young in practice, and that 
they were never induced to omit, or too long delay: 
this operation, becaufe they feel unwilling to do it. 

But it is: not fo difficult as many imagine, for 
even in, preternatural cafes, where the Uterus is 
{trong and rigid, and gives way reluctantly, if the 

, hand 
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hand be flowly and gradually introduced, it will 
feldom be found ioe gia provided the Pelvis 
be not badly formed; and in floodings it is effected 
with peculiar eafe, which fhould be a further en- 
couragement to attempt it in fuch cafes; for as the 
Uterus neéceffarily becomes fo relaxed after a confi- 
derablé lofs of blood, it very readily gives way to 
the admiffion of the hand, that tight contraétion of 


its neck, which in other cafes is fuch an impedi- 


ment to the introduction of it, being here feldom 
to be met with; and it may be added, that in pro- 
portion as nature, from the lofs fhe has fuftained, 
is lefs able to bear violence, happily, a proportion- 
able lefs. force is réqufite. "= : 
Tf, therefore, the operation may be performed 
without much difficulty to the furgeon, if the cau- 
tious performance of it be attended with no danger 
to the patient, and if the becoming early acquaint- 
ed with the neceflity there is for it, give us an op- 
portunity of doing it before the woman’ has loft too 
much blood, and before the Uterus ‘has thereby 
been too mucly deprived of its fenfibility and power 
of contraction, if; likewife, that early knowledge 
may be obtained by purfuing the directions T have 
given, the turning the’ child, in the cafes 1 have 
mentioned, cannot, furely, be too much urged’ to 


- praétitioners; as it is highly reafonable to’ expea 
* more frequent fuccefs, when it ts done under more 


favourable circumftances, if it be certain, that fue- 

cefs fometimes attends it, when the patient is in 

appearance at the laft extremity. Sis aaa 
Tt will, however, frequently happen, that we fhall 


not’ be ‘called i till late in thefe éafes, when the 


woman will probably bé in appéarance dying, and 
indeed, fometimes' the fluor is fo rapid, that in a 


hie very little time fo: much is loft, that the patient 


finks immediately; but; as was jut obferved, un-- 
ae expected 
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expeéted fuccefs having fometimes attended turning, 
even under the moft unpromifing circumftances, it 
is certainly always our duty to do it, and by that 
means give the woman the only poflible chance. I 
know there are arguments to be ufed, which may 
feem to juftify a furgeon’s relinquifhing his patient 
under fuch melancholy circumftances; that as peo- 
ple fo frequently judge by the event only, he may 
incur blame, and his reputation undefervedly fuffer, 
if it terminate badly, as it is moft likely to do; thefe 


may be tolerable arguments in trade, but they are | 


very unjuftifiable ones in morals, which direct us 
always to do what is in itfelf right, independent of 
the opinion of the world,’ and the confequences 
that may follow it. But I cannot fee much reafon 
to apprehend much injury to our reputation, if, pre 
vious to the performing a dangerous operation, the 
uncertainty of the event be but properly reprefented 


to the friends of the patient, or if, before our do- «— 


ing it, we fend for fome furgeon of eftablifhed re- 
putation, to juftify our opinion, and to be prefent, 
and perhaps affift, whilft we do it, which is of all 
others the moft effe&tual method of preventing any 
injury to our character; and in places where the 
gentlemen of the profeflion behave liberally to each 
ather, there can be no difficulty in procuring fuch 
affiftance. . ; 
Thus, I have ventured to place one of the moft 
important fubjeéts in midwifery in a new light, and 
have endeavoured to efiablifh a hitherto uncertain 
prattice upon principles that are more fixed and 
conftant, by alcertaining when we may with pro- 
priety leave nature to do her own work, and when 
it will be requifite to proceed to immediate delivery, 
by turning the foetus: I have alfo endeavoured to: 
fix the precife time when it may, with moft fafety, 
| ; es be 
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be done, and, in order to promote the practice of 
turning, when fuch becomes neceflary for the wo- 
man’s fafety, have attempted to obviate the objec- 
tions which have been made to this operation, from 
a fuppofition of its being either difficult, dangerous, 
or ufelefs. And, from what has been faid, it ap- 
pears, that the Placenta is fixed to the Os Uteri 
much more frequently than has hitherto been fup- 
pofed; that when it is fo fituated, nothing but turn- 
ing the child will put a ftop to the flooding; that 
when it is not fo fituated, nature will, for the moft 
part, expel it fafely herfelf; that an early knowledge 
of this circumftance is of the utmoft importance; 
that it may be obtained with eafe and fafety; and 


‘that, therefore, it fhould, in every cafe, be enquir- 


ed into before much blood has been loft; that the 
information, procured by making fuch an enquiry, 
fhould govern our management of the cafe; if we 
find the Placenta at the mouth of the womb, that 
we fhould proceed to delivery; that, if it be not 
fo fituated, if the difcharge be not very profufe, 
and a very large quantity of blood have not been 
already loft, we fhould endeavour to reftrain it by 
the means commonly directed for that purpofe, and 


\s wait for nature’s' affiftance in the expulfion of the 
child: and it is thence evident, that this practice 


will have an advantage over the uncertain one hi- 
therto adopted, becaufe our determination about 
what we do, will ever be more fafe and fatisfactory, 
for if, on the one hand, we wait, we fhall have the | 
fatisfaétion of knowing that, in all probability, na- 


ture will be able to expel the foetus; andif, onthe 


other hand, we immediately turn the child, we fhall, 
alfo, have the fatisfaction of knowing that nothing 
but turning can relieve the woman, and that, there- 
fore, we do not give her unneceflary pain: and 
finally, that our doing it before the patient has fu- 

3 ftained 


oa 
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ftained too great a lofs of blood, will make the 
chance of fuccefs more probable, and thereby be 
the means of preventing, in fome meafure, the fa- 
tality which has hitherto fo frequently attended 
thefe cafes, and which has, perhaps, been more 
owing to a rational method of treatment not being | 
known, than is commonly imagined. 

| 
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THE fubjeéts o hc Slowing cafes were molt of 
them poor women, under the care of midwives 
when I was fent for to them, and had been floods 
ing a confiderable time before I faw them. As 
they may, on that account, be juftly confidered 
as labouring under every difadvantage, none, I 
think, could better exemplify what I tah ven- 
tured to advance 4 in ‘the foregone aflayes 


CASE I. 


ECEMBER 29, 1769, I was fent for, in the 

afternoon, to the wife of Balls. She 
was. at the latter end of the eighth month of preg- 
nancy, and had been feized the preceding evening, 
with a difcharge of blood from the Uterus; it be- 
gan without pain, and in fmall quantity, but in- 
creafed by degrees, and was confiderable when I 
faw her; fhe had now, however, {mall pains, by 
which the Os Uteri was already fomewhat dilated: 
I admitted as much cold air as I could into the 
room, fupplied her frequently with cool and nou- 


rifhing drinks, and as the pains ftill continued, | 
waited till the membranes were fo far diftended aud ; 


puthed 


. 


f 
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pufhed down, that I could fcratch them with my 
nail, by which means I broke them, and let the 
water efcape; the difcharge immediately leffened, 
the pains increafed, and, in a little while, I felt one 
foot of the foetus prefenting; I brought it down, 
and with great eafe drew forth a {mall dead child. 
The Placenta came away in ‘about a quarter of an - 
hour, the flooding became lefs and lefs, and the 
poor woman, though much reduced by the lofs fhe 
had fuftained, recovered in the ufual time. 


CoA SE. og. 


. FEBRUARY 6, 1770, — We siomard She 
was a {mall delicate woman, of a fickly relaxed ha- 


- 


bit, and had born feveral children. About the 


_ end of the eighth month, a flooding came on, with- 


out any previous pain, or fymptoms of labor. I 
faw her in the evening, after the difcharge had been 
feveral hours, though as yet.it had not been very 
profufe; the was, however, we cape and languid: 
by keeping her upon the bed with but few cloaths 
upon it, and admitting cool air into the room, it 


' evidently leffened: I found the Os. Tince relaxed, 


and a little open; after examining feveral times, 
(and, probably by the flight irritation, occafioned 
by the frequent touch) it opened fomewhat more, 
and the membranes protruded fo far, as to be felt 
by my finger; I immediately broke them, the dif- 
charge abated {till more, and fome flight pains fuc- 
ceeding, fhe was, in about half an hour after the 


breaking of them, delivered, with remarkable eafe, 


of a {mall living child; the Placenta was removed 
without trouble, the difcharge was moderate, ftop- 
ped at its proper time, and the woman perfeétly re- 
covered. 3 . 


CASE 


' ¥ } 
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IN the morning of March 12, 1770, Cou- 
fins, a fickly relaxed woman, who,had born many _ 
children, was feized with a flooding in the latter . 
end of the laft month of her pregnancy. I was 
fent for upon the firft attack of the complaint, and 
living near the patient, was with her before much 
lofs had been fuftained by it, though the Hamor- 
rhage was then confiderable. She was without pain, 
and I found, upon examination, that the Uterus 
was very little open: the room being very fmall, 
and the air in it#®0 warm and impure, I immedi- 
ately opened the door and windows, drew back the 
curtains of the bed, took off fome of the cloaths, _ 
and did every thing to render her cool, and to ad- 
mit frefh air into the room, by which means the 
difcharge contiderably leflened: I gave her an ano- 
dyne, directed the cooleft drinks, and left her, de- 
firing to be called upon return of either pain or 
flooding. » : 

In the evening I was fent for again, when I found 
the latter had returned, and in an increafed quantity, 
infomuch that the woman was extremely faint and 
languid; the Uterus was, however, now rather 
more open, and fome flight pains were coming on, 
and upon examining whilft fhe had one, I was juft — 
able to perceive the membranes prefling againft the 
mouth of the Uterus; I introduced the fharpeft end 
of a probe along my finger, and broke them, the 
flooding became lefs immediately, and fome pains 
following foon after, fhe was fafely, and with fin- 
gular.eafe, delivered by them of a living child: the 
Funis being fmall and tender, broke upon the firft . 
gentle effort to draw the Placenta by it, but by wait~ 
ing about half an hour, it defcended far enough — 

: into 
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into the Vagina, for the fingers to get hold of it, 
and bring it away. The woman was very much 
weakened by the lofs of blood fhe had fuitained, 


but ina few weeks fhe perfectly recovered. 


a 


Ck py IV. 


IN the evening of Auguft 12, 1772, 1 was fent 
for to the wife of —— Leman, a pauper, belong- 


ing to the town; fhe had a midwife with her, who 


informed me her patient had been flooding in fome 
degree during the day, and that it had, in the laft 
hour, very much increafed.. Iexamined, found 
the difcharge confiderable, the Uterus’ was fearce 
at all open, and fhe was without pain; fhe was, 


_ moreover, extremely faint, and feemed to have fut- 


fered much more than any of the former patients: 
admitting cool air into the room, &c. as in the 
other cafes, for awhile abated the difcharge, but as 
it returned very foon, and the woman feemed in the 
moft immediate danger, I was’ very defirous of at- 


tempting to relieve her by turning the child, but 


judging it right to have the opinion of another fur- 
geon, I fent for one who has had confiderable prac- 
tice in this city. He feemed to think my patient too 
far gone to receive relief from any attempt what- 
ever to {top the flooding, and as he added, that it 
was his opinion, fhe would fink during the opera- 
tion, as one or two had before done on whom he 


- had made the like attempt, he advifed me not to 


turn the child. His advice prevented my doing it 
immediately, though before his arrival it was my 
defign to attempt it, if he juftified ic: I was deter- 
mined, however, not to leave the bed-fide, that if 
there came on the leaft degree of pain, fo as to al- 
low me to feel the membranes, I might, as I had 
before done, pierce them with a probe, or if the 
. flooding 


‘ 
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flooding increafed, and I found it practicable to in- 
troduce my hand, I ftill refolved to attempt the re- 
moval of the child. Mace 

By carefully attending to keep the room wery 
cool, by preventing my patient from being the lealt 
ftirred, and being myfelf her nurie, in giving her 
every few minutes {mall quantities. of the cooleft 
drinks, 1 prevented the difcharge from increafing, 
and at the fame time fupplied, as far as I could, the 
wafte of what fhe did lofe, by the drinks fhe took, 
being as nutritious as I could venture to give them, 
without their being irritating: after attending her 
in this manner about two hours, frequently examin- 
ing and gently ftimulating the Os Internum, there 
came on at length a flight pain, and foon after, I 
could juft feel the membranes with the end of my 
finger; I immediately introduced a probe, in the 
manner I had before done, and broke them; it had 
the fame good effect as before, for the difcharge 
immediately ftopped, and pain coniing on, the Ute- 
rus opened, the head of the child was pufhed down, 
and, notwithftanding the very alarming ftate fhe 
had, but juft before, been in, fhe was foon eafily, 
and fafely delivered, by the natural pains, of a 
dead child. ‘3 


Cla ee oy, 


NOVEMBER 54 1772, about ten ete in the 


evening, 1 was fent for to Middleton, a poor 


woman, who had been flooding a little the greateft _ 


part of the day; the difcharge was about this time 
rather increafed, which induced the midwife, who 
attended her, to defire my afliftance; I found her 
without pain, and the Os Tincz not the leaft open- 
ed; but the difcharge was not fo great as in the laft 
cafe: I directed as in the former cafes, gave her an 

F : anodyne, 
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anodyne, and left her with orders to be fent for 
again it the flooding increafed, or if pain came on. 
I was fent for again about fix in the morning, fhe 
had flept in the night, and the difcharge had been 
but little, but it was now very confiderable: nature, 
however, feemed difpofed to aiffift her, for there. 
foon came on a few pains which opened the Uterus, 


|. and diftended the membranes fo far as to enable me 


to break them; it had again the good effect of fup- 
prefling the flooding, and facilitating the labor, 
which terminated fafely in lefs than half an hour ;—~ 
the child was dead. 


ee 8 eve. 


DECEMBER 1, 1772, about midnight I was 
fent for to ——- Welden, another pauper. She had 
a midwife with her, who informed me, the woman 
had been flooding a confiderable time, and had loft 
a large quantity of blood, which feemed to be true, 
from the ftate the poor creature was in; for her 
- faintnefs was extreme, and fhe had every fymptom ' 

of the moft immediate danger. 

Upon examination, I found the Os Uteri more 
dilated than in any of the former cafes, and the 
- Placenta evidently prefenting: as no poffible relief 
‘could, in this cafe, be expected from waiting, I at 
once refolved to give her the chance of an immediate 
delivery; which I effected by introducing my hand 
mto the Uterus, turning and bringing away the 


_» Foetus; and this I did with much greater eafe than 


¥ could have infagined, as the refiftance from the 
Uterus was very trifling; I endeavoured to pafs my 
hand through the fubftance of the Placenta, but 
| pot being able to do it, I feparated it on one fide, 
till there was room for my hand to pafs. *- 

i eet : the 
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The woman remained very faint and weak a long 
time after delivery, but being carefully nurfed, the 
recovered by degrees, and was able to go out be- 
fore the end of the month. This was likewife a 
dead child. at 
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DECEMBER 29, 1772, about fix o’clock in the 
morning, I was called to ———— Freeman, a poor wo- 
man, who was under the care of a midwife; fhe 
had been flooding many hours, and had loft an im- 
moderate quantity of blood, was greatly funk, and 
appeared to be almoft dying; on examination, I 
found the mouth of the Uterus as open as in the laft 
- cafe, and the Placenta fituated in like manner, which 
determined me to purfue the fame method I had fo 
fuccefsfully ufed in that. 


The Pelvis was narrow and diftorted, but Lin- — 


troduced my hand into the Uterus, and turned the. 


child with all. defirable eafe; the feet, body, and 
arms of the Feetus I brought down in the ufual 
manner, and with no more than ufual difficulty; 
but when I came to the head, it remained fo fait 
betwixt the bones of the Pelvis, that, though I got 
one of my fingers into the mouth, (the face being 
towards the Sacrum,) and pulled the body, at the 
fame time, with confiderable force, 1 could not 
‘move it in the leaft degree, infomuch that the Ver- 
tebre of the neck began to give way; which made 
me defift from pulling fo forcibly, and induced me 

to fend for the afliftance of another furgeon. 
He made feveral fimilar but unfuccefsful attempts; 
we, therefore, concluded, that nothing but leflen- 
ing the fize of the head, by evacuating the brain, 
would allow it to pafs; but to effeé this was no eafy 
matter; he thought it poflible to pafs the fciflars 
through 
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through the Os Palati into the head, and attempted 
it; when the fcifflars had pierced the bones, -I en+ 
deavoured to enlarge the opening, but could not do 
it;'in tracing with my finger, round the head, as 
far as I was able, I thought there was a poflibility 
of pufhing in fome curved inftrument behind the 
ear, at the lower end of the temporal bone; but 
the {ciffars being ftrait, I could not ufe them; how- 


ever, from the loofenefs of the fcalp, (for it ought 


to be obferved, that the child was dead, and almoft 
putrid, whicli was certainly the reafon why the Ver- 
tebree of the neck feparated fo eafily, when I at- 
tempted to pull the head,) I thought I could pufh in 
the curved end of a blunt hook, which, with a good 
deal of difficulty, I effe€ted, and by degrees infinus 
ated it under thé temporal bone; the opening I 


‘eafily enlarged by my finger, and with one blade of 


the forceps, fo that at length fome of the brain came 
away, the head. was thereby compreffed into a {mall- 
er compa(s, and fhe was delivered: but the extreme 
fatigue the had undergone by this unlucky difficulty, 
joined to the immoderate lofs of blood the had pres 
vioully fuftained, was ‘more than fhe was able to 
fupport, and fhe died the following morning. | 

. Since the,;above cafe happened, I have procured 
a pair of {ciflars of Cargill, in Lombard-ftreet, curv. 
ed at the points, (fomewhat like Tonfil {ciffars) 
which may eafily be ufed where it is found neceflary 
to open the head, after delivering the reft of the 
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JANUARY 4, 1773, —— Bygrave, a pauper; 


fell in labor, and a flooding came on, after having 
had fome pain; I was fent for about an hour after 
the difcharge began, and found it very confiderable ; 

= aga bar 


UTERINE HZAMORRHAGE. gs 


but there had been pain fufficient to dilate the Ute- 
rus, and to enable me to break the membranes, when, 
I found a hand-and foot prefenting ; limmediately 
brought down both feet, and delivered her, fafely, 
of -a living child. asenrrt ae 


Chat g pi eg 


FEBRUARY 3,:1773, Clarke. She had 
flooded feveral times, and in confiderable quantities, 
in the laft month of her pregnancy; but it was every 
time fupprefled by the means I have before related, 
and fhe went to her fulltime. a 

Her labour was a natural one, and at that time 
there was very little difcharge, though it had been 
confiderable a few days before. She was delivered 
by the natural pains, of a large, living child; but 
immediately upon the expulfion of it, there came 
on a moft profufe fluor; I inftantly introduced m 
hand into the Uterus, and was fortunate enough to 
remove the Placenta, with but little lofs of time; 
the womb immediately contraéted, and the difcharge 
abated. | ne 


Es. Ges Be Se 


FEBRUARY 12, 1773, I was fent for to —— 
Marfball, a poor woman in the workhoufe, wh 
was in her laft month of pregnancy,:and had been 
flooding about two hours; fhe had, in that time, 
loft a very great quantity of blood, and was fo much 
funk by it, that fhe died foon after I came into the 
room. ; | me 

I had an opportunity of opening the body, the 
following morning: the membranes adhered uni- 
verfally to the Uterus, by the Spongy Chorion; I 
carefully’ meafured the water contained in the bag, | 

; : | and 
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and there were three pints of it: the child laid, with 
the head obliquely to the right fide of the Fundus 
Uteri, and the face towards the Spine; the hands 
were turned upon the face, holding each one of the 
feet, fo that the Podex would have prefented;. the 
Placenta was fituated upon the Os Uteri, and a 
partial feparation of it, not bigger than a crown 
piece, was the caufe of this fatal Hemorrhage. 
Before fhe died, I examined with my finger, found 
the Uterus very little open, and did not feel the 
Placenta. — eet Tes ee pee eet | 


REMARK. 


This cafe proves, that the Os Uteri fometimes 
does not at all dilate to the fize that has been ufual- 


ly thought neceffary for fafe delivery, and that it is 


not, therefore, always right to defer turning the 
child, in expeCation of it: had I been) with the 
woman fooner, I certainly fhould have attempted it, 
and as from the firft, there had been a confiderable 
difcharge, in all probability the. Uterus was fo re- 
laxed,. that it might have been eafily and fafely ef- 
fected. ; re 
eae Se XT, 

“MAY 15, 1773, I was fent for, in the evening, 
to ——- Maliward, who had pores to me to at- 
ten her; fhe had gone her full time, and fome 
fymptoms of labor came on, accompanied with a 
fee cto of blood; I gave her an anodyne, 
direéted her to be kept cool, &c. and left her, with 
orders to be fent for again if the complaint increaf- 
ee . 


. About four o’clock in the morning I was called 
to her again, and found the dilcharge was increaf- 
a 3 : ed, 
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ed, but fhe had had but little pain; however, after 
frequently examining, in about half an hour, the 
membranes began to fwell, and I was able to! break 
them; the flooding abated, more pains came on, 
and the child defcended into the Vagina, with the 
breech prefenting ; but, as the woman was well 
formed, it pafled eafily, and fhe was foon, fafely, 


and almoft entirely by the natural pains, delivered 


of a dead child. 


Coa ReOE ST oy 


JUNE 25, 1773, 1 was called to —— Sherwood, 
a pauper, under the care of a midwife. She had 
been flooding feveral hours, had loft a large quan- 


tity of blood, and was extremely faint. 1 treated 


‘her as I had done moft ef the former ones, gently 


irritated the Os Uteri, and, as foon as I was able; © 
broke the membranes, and fhe was, in like man- | 


ner, fafely delivered, by the natural pains, of a 
dead'child. de Ta ath Z 


CLA SEs ait 
JUNE 27, 177 45 Playford. She was at- 


tended by a midwife, at the time I was fent for, 


and had been flooding very much feveral hours; 
the difcharge was ftill profufe, the Os Uteri quite 
fhut, and from the faintnefs fhe was in, fhe was al- 
together without pain, though the complaint came 
on with labor pains: fhe had the moft threatening 
appearance, and I very much feared I could be of 
no fervice to her, and intimated it to the midwite 
and the affiftants, but added, that if there were 


any poflible chance, it muft be from immediately 


delivering her. 


As. 
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__ As they were defirous of another furgeon’s opi- 
nion, I fent for a gentleman, who confirmed. what 
I had faid refpecting the danger the woman was in, 


and agreed with me, that the only chance fhe could 


have mutt be from a fpeedy delivery; the practica- 
bility of which, however he rather doubted, as the 
Os Tince was fo little open: 1 apprehended great 
difficulty in doing it, and feared likewife, that if I 
fucceeded in bringing away the child, the woman 
would hardly furvive the lofs the had fuftained; but 
having fucceeded before, much beyond my expec- 
tation, I thought it right to attempt it; I introduced 
my hand into the Vagina, for this purpofe, and firft 
one, then more fingers, into the Uterus, when, 
(and not before,) I found the Placenta fixed to the 
Os Uteri; 1 endeavoured to pals my finger through 
the fubftance of it, but was not able, though I tried - 
fome time; I, therefore, feparated it on one fide, 
and got my hand compleatly into the Uterus; the 
head of the child prefented, but I foon got hold of 
the feet, brought them down, and delivered with 
the fame eafe as in the laft cafe of turning: the wo- 
man remained very languid along while, and feem- 
ed hardly alive for many hours; but by fupplying 
her frequently with cool and nutritious drinks, and 
carefully managing her in other refpetts, fhe re- 
covered entirely. 


REMARK. 


This Cafe appears much to have refembled that 
of Marfhail, who died undelivered; asthe difcharge 
was very profufe, and the Uterus very little open, 
the difference in the event being produced merely 
by my being fortunately called fooner to this woman. 
The eafe with which the turning was effeéted, and 
the fuccefs which attended it, confirm the me 

made 
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made; to that cafe, that it is Sometimes juftifiable to 


deliver where the Os Uteri’ is not dilated to the fize 
of a fhilling, ora half crown. 


SSE XV eat 


JANUARY 1, 1474, I was fent for, about noon, . | 


King, a poor woman, who was at the full 
term of her fourth pregnancy: without any previ- 
ous accident, or complaint, the was feized with a 
trifling pain, like the beginning of labor pains, 
which was accompanied with a little appearance of 
blood; when I firft faw her, fhe was not at all faint, 
had loft a very fmall quantity of blood, and was 
fitting by the fire fide; the Os Tince was a little 
relaxed, but not open, and fhe had no pain. ° I de» 
fired her to be laid upon the bed, to be kept very 
cool and quiet, and ordered the midwife to fend for 
me again, if fhe found the flooding increafe. 


From this treatment it abated, and the woman | 


got fome reft in the afternoon; but in the evening 


her pain returned, and with it fo profufe an Has . 


morrhage, that before I could get to her, the had 
loft an aftonifhing quantity of blood, and had the 
moft threatening appearance; fhe, before, had a 
good pulfe, and a florid, healthy countenance, but 


now her pulfe were fearce perceptible, her counte-. 
nance was pale, her lips livid, &c. from the extreme. 


faintnefs fhe was now in, the difcharge and pain 
were abated, but asthe Uterus was very little open, 
as fhe had no pain, and was fo.much funk, there 
feemed to be no redfon to expett afliftance from na- 
ture, and no chance but from an immediate deli- 
very. 


he agreed with me, that it was the only chance of 


relieving her, though a very poor one; however, 
- —& as 


I fent for another furgeon, to juftify what idid; © 
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as he approved of it, and the friends of the patient 
confented to it, 1 proceeded to turn the child I 
found, as foon as I had introduced one finger. into 
the Os Tince, that the Placenta was fituated as in 
the lait cafe, and. 1 was now able to infinuate my 


-finger and hand through the fubftance of it, which, 


as I, before obferved, is an advantage; the child 
was in a natural pofture, but I pafled the head, got 
hold of the feet,.and by them brought it away with 
all defirable facility: the woman immediately, and 
for fome time after delivery, appeared rather better, 
as fhe took nutriment, and was rather revived; but 


» mature was unable to recover from the great lofs. fhe 


had fuftained, and fhe died about fix hours after. 


Osh BEB ce EV, 


. JANUARY. 21,1774, —— Bond. This was a 
patient of the fame gentleman who was with me in 
the laft cafe. He fent for me in the evening, and 
the woman was-then, in the fame dreadful ftate that 


_ my laft patient wasin, when I -fent for him. 


_ He informed me, that he had feen her the. pre- 
ceding evening, that fhe was-then, to all appear- 
ance, in perfect health, but-that fhe had been alarm- 
ed by a.finall difcharge of blood from the Uterus;. 
he. bled her, gave her an anodyne, ordered her to 
be kept cool and quiet, and faw her the following 


| morning: the had had a good night, and the appear- 
» ance of blood was not more confiderable,. but inthe 


“evening. it had fuddenly increafed-to a moft violent 
degree, infomuch as to haye reduced her, in a fhort 
{pace of time, to the deplorable flate we found her 
in. | 


_. She feemed ‘to be dying, but as we thought it 
- jultifiable to’ give her the only poflible chance, by 
| turning. the child, by his leave, I introduced my 


hand, 


* 


hand, the Uterus was hut, thouch loofe and relax. 
ed;' and as foon as I got one of my fingers into it, 


¥ found the Placenta fixed to the mouth of it: in this © 
cafe I could not pafs through the fubftance of it, 4 


_ but feparated it on one fide, got my hand within 


_ the membranes, turned, and brought away the . 


child, «with the fame tacdavealite eafe as in the other 
cafe; but this was attended with no better fuccefs 
than the former cafe, for fhe ae ia half an hour 
after ak | se | 


Sossie Ee REM A R = < : =z 


The antetG events of the two laft rcevea ales, 
_feem, at firft, to ‘contradi& a remark made but a 
few pages before: as it may, perhaps, be thought, 
that it would have been fater to have deferred the 
delivery longer, becaufe the Os Uten was fo tele: 
 open‘in either of them. 


‘But fo far from the turning — aba titeie 4 


turely done, T am convinced its’ want of fuccefs 
. was owing folely to its having been too long delayed; | 
for when I proceeded to deliver, the women had 
. every fymptom of approaching death, and though 
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my principal: motive in-turhing was to give thema — 


chance of irecovery, as no other means could pof 
fibly do. it; yet I-was, likewife, further induced to 
attempt it, that: I might be fatisfied of the fituation — 
of ‘the Placenta, which, about this time, began to 
excite my attention; and 1 well remember urging 
this to the gentleman who was with me, as-an ad 
ditional reafon why | withed to do it, as from their 
being fo much reduced; by the great: ols of. blood, 
. he,-at firft, rather difcouraged it. 

The fingular eafe with which ic was aieBed in - 
both cafes, is, dikewife, in my opinion, a a poftive 
proof that no ‘mifchief was brought on by turning; 


for, 2 
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for, with refpe& to that operation, it has been be- 
fore obferved, that difficulty in doing it is the true 
mark of danger, and eale is therefore that of fafety. 
_ ff I had not delivered, very probably I fhould-not 
have had an opportunity of opening the bodies af- 
ter death, and as, confequently, I fhould have known 
nothing of the Placenta, I could not poflibly, with 
fo much certainty, have made the diftinétion I have 
fince done, between floodings which are accidental, 
and thofe which are unavoidable. Seen | 
It may not be improper further to remark here, 
that in the management of the cafes which have hi- 
Aherto been related, I was influenced by no other 
circumftances than thofe which are ufually attended 
to.in floodings; namely, the quantity of blood 
which had been loft, and the feeming {trength of 
the patient; for, though the Placenta being. found 
at the mouth of the Uterus, was, in the cafes of 
Welden and Freeman, an additional inducement to 
my turning, yet the idea of the frequent occurrence 
of fuch a circumftance, did not ftrike mie till thofe 
of Playford, Marfhall, King, and Bond had fallen . 
under my notice; nor, indeed, was |; fenfible of 
the importance of an early enquiry, whether the 
Placenta was, or was not, fo fituated, till the two 
lait cafes happened, in both which it appeared fo 
evident, that, had its fituation been fooner known, 
the children might have been brought away before © 
fo great a quantity of blood had been, loft, and, 
very probably, the lives both of the mothers and 
the children have been faved. 


c AS E XVI. 
JANUARY a4, 1774, 1 was fent for on the even- 


ing of this day, by the fame gentleman with whom 


I had been in the laft cafe, to —— Focd, who was 


= 
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at the latter end of the ninth month of pregnancy, 
and had, juft before he fawher, been feized with 
a Uterine Hemorrhage, but much blood had not 
been yet loft; L advifed a careful and immediate ex- 


afnination of the Uterus, to know whether the Pla- — 


cénta was fituated at the mouth of it, and that the 
management of the cafe fhould be influenced by 
the information thence gained; this examination 
was accordingly made, and we were convinced that 
the Placenta was mot there; we, therefore, dire@ted 
an anodyne, ordered her to be kept itill and cool, 
and left her. © . , 
From this treatment, the difcharge for fome hours 
abated, but it returned in the morning, accompani- 
ed, however, ‘with flight pains, which were increafed 
by gently irritating the Os Uteri with the finger, 
till the membranes fwelled, and gave us an oppor- 
tunity of piercing them; more pains fucceeded, and 
the patient was at length fafely delivered by their 
fole affiftance. : “gek ekg 


Cn Se Po aT 
APRIL 7, 1774, I was called in the morning to 


a flooding at the end of her ninth month: at the 
time I faw her, fhe had a midwife with her; I ex- 
amined her in the fame manner I had done the laft 
patient, and being fully fatisfied that the Placenta 
was not in the way, I gave the fame direGions as 


were obferved in the laft cafe; the difcharge, in like — 


manner, abated, and towards the evening, the was 


fafely delivered by the natural pains, having, no_ 


other affiftant than the midwife, who was with her 
at firft. aan as 


CASE 


Howlett, a poor woman, who was feized with | 
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ee OS Beko 
MAY. 18,.1774,.a very delicate; relaxed lady, 
inthe beginning of. the ninth-month of her. firft 
pregnancy, foon after getting. her breakfaft, had 
fuddenly a flight difcharge of blood: from. the Ute. 
tus,..occafioned,. as fhe imagined,. by.a. {mart fhock 
of incezing; fhe was. immediately carried to bed, 


. “ 


and 1 was fent A oo eager amet we 


The -difcharge continued, but was not-increafed 
in quantity, and, in about half an hour, Thad an 
_ opportunity of examining, -and found the Os Uteri 
_ quite clofe and unyielding. As the Vagina was ve- 
_ ry ftrict, and-there had not been difcharge of any 
kind to relax it fufficiently for the admiffion of the 
hand, without confiderable pain, and greatly alarm- 


_ ing the patient, who had no apprehenfion. of the” 
danger of -her fituation, I ventured to defer the en. . 


 quiry, and made ufe at firft only of the methods 
commonly ufed to reftrain it; but I thought it right 
to ftay with her: the Hemorrhage was, thereby, 
kept from incréeafing many hours;’ but before the 
- Hext.morning, it- became more formidable, fo, that 
_ LT thoughtic imprudent to remain ‘any. longer igno- 
rant of fhe caufe of it; I therefore examined in the 
.~ way before directed, which was now done with to- ° 
_ Jerable eafe; and finding that the Placenta was mot 
at the mouth of the. Uterus,-I {till waited for the 
-- natural pains, and endeavoured to excite them, by 
_ . the gentle ftimulus of the finger on the Os Tince; 
in about two hours they came on, and pufhed down 
the bag, which [ foon opened; the difcharge abated, 
and the head defcending by repeated and gentle 
pains, fhe was at.length fafely delivered of a dead 
child. agers 


td 


CASE 


* 
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>> Ciao Bi Eee 


JULY 14; 17745: about eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon, I was fent for to - -Fearman, with 
whom a midwife had been feveral hours; fhe was 
in her ninth month, had a {mall but increafing dif- 
charge from the Uterus, was faint, and without la- 


bor pain: | examined carefully, without lofing any ' 


time, and being convinced the Placenta was zot at 
the Os Uteri, I gave her hopes. of being releafed 
by the natural pains; to effect which I rendered the 
air as cool as I could, lcflened the number of bed- 
cloaths, and endeavoured to excite pain, by gentle 
irritation on the Os Tince; the difcharge became 
lefs, but no pain coming on, I left her, with direc. 


tions to be called again on return of flooding, or” 


coming on of pain. 


In a few hours after, I was fent for, on the form- 


er account; I then repeated my efforts to make the 
Uterus contract, and at laft fo much pain came on 


as protruded the membranes, which, as before, I. 


inftantly broke; more pains fucceeded, the Hemor- 
thage ftopped, and, to the furprize of the patient 


and her attendants, a few very trifling pains expel- 


led a living child. 


eee See 


NOVEMBER 8, 1774, I was fent for toa poor ; 


woman at Ringland, about fix miles from this city: 
the meffenger’s account of her was, that the had 
been flooding, more or lefs, for feveral days; that 


the difcharge had that morning increafed immode- ' 


rately; and, that the midwife who was with her, 
was greatly alarmed, and thought herfelf unable 
to relieve her, From this difcription of her, I told 

| him, 
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him, there was very little probability of finding her 
alive; and my conjecture proved true, for fhe had | 
been dead about an hour before we got there.. 

The midwife who attended her, being an intelli- 
gent and communicative woman, J learned from 
her, that her patient, who was in her laft month of 


' pregnancy, had been as well as ufual during the 
former. months; but fix days before, withont any . 


previous complaint, a flight difcharge came on, ac- 
companied with fome pain, which, however, ftop- 
ped of itfelf, and the pain went off; that it had re- 
turned feveral times, and at each time in an increaf- 
ed quantity; that fhe had examined her at feveral. 
different times, but found the mouth of the womb 
fhut; and with the laft attack, which was the morn- 


Ang of that day, and was more violent than any of 


the preceding ones, fhe had very confiderable pains, 
and expreffed fuch ftrong figns of bearing down, 
that fhe thought her near delivery; in that flate fhe 
examined her, and then found the Os Uteri confi- 


~ derably open; fhe removed feveral coagula of blood, 


which were in the Vagina, and at the mouth of the 
womb, and expected to feel the head of the child, 
but in its ftead fhe found (to ufe her own words) a 


 ftrange lump of ftringy fubjtance; unlike any thing 


fhe had ever before felt; the flooding ftill continu- 
ed, the blood pouring forth with every pain, till 
the poor creature fell into a fainting,- from whence 


fhe did not recover... 


I was defirous of opening the body, to be con- 
vinced of the fituation of the Placenta, but could 
not obtain the confent of the by-ftanders; there 
can, however, I think, be little reafon to doubt its 
being at the Os Uteri, as nothing elfe could anfwer 
the midwife’s defcription of @ /ump of ftringy fub- 
france, or could hinder the defcent of the child, 
when nature was aflifted by fuch ftrong pains, and 

when 


~ 
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when the mouth of the womb was fo much open. 
1 afked her, if fhe had ever before found the Placenta 
in fuch a fituation; the told me fhe had never, till 
now, been witha patient who flooded before delive- 
ry, though fhe had attended feveral hundred wo- 
men; but dhe believed this could be nothing elfe, 


Cae Se XX. 


NOVEMBER 20, 1774, a midwife, with whom 
I have before frequently been, called upon me for 
my advice about a patient fhe was then going to, 
whofe name was Bailey, and with whom fhe had 
been the day before, at which time there was a 
flight flooding, which had been then checked by 


keeping her {till and cool, but fhe found it was at: 


this time returned. 


As I could not conveniently go with her, Ide- 


fired her to be very careful in examining the patient, 
and to be fatisfied, whether there:was any thing un- 


ufual at the Os Uteri, in which cafe I defired her — 


to fend for me; otherwife, fhe might fafely wait 
the coming on of pains, in the mean time keeping 
her cool, and in bed. - 

She called on me the next day, to inform me fhe 
had purfued my advice, that the mouth of the womb 
was opening, but fhe found nothing there like what 
i had defcribed-to:her; fhe, therefore, agreeable 
to my directions, waited, and, notwithitanding the 
continuance of the difcharge, fhe was fafely and 


eafily delivered, by the natural pains, before the 


following morning. | $ 


Fes 
oN 


‘CASE 
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_ DECEMBER 16, 1774, Smith, a healthy* 
{trong young woman, in the laft month of preg- 
nancy, fent for mein the evening, having had, for 
feveral hours, a difcharge of blood from the Ute- 
tus. I immediately introduced my hand into the 
Vagina, and with one finger in the Os Uteri, which 
was foft and yielding, I imagined I found the Pla- 
centa, but, upon further examination, was fatisfied 
that it was nothing more than a coagulum of blood, 
as I very evidently felt the membranes, with the 
head of the child behind them. The dilatation pro- 
duced by this examination, was fufficient to have 
rendered the introduction of the hand into the Ute- 
rus, te turn the foetus, if it had been neceflary, 
very practicable; but being confident of the great 
_ probability, not to fay certainty, there was of na- 
ture’s being able to expel the child in due time, I 
thought it right to endeavour to reftrain the prefent 
difcharge, and wait for pain. This was foon effect- 
“ed, by the ufual means, and there feemed a proba- 
bility of her going to her full time, if kept ftill and 
cool, for it ftopped entirely for two days. 
It returned, however, on the third day from the 
firft attack, when it was probably occafioned by 
fome imprudent exercife in the woman, as fhe had 
not yet gone her full time; but being now accom- 
panied with pains, the Uterus opened, the child 
-was pufhed down and expelled with remarkable eafe. 
The Hemorrhage, in this cafe, rather increafed af- 
ter the delivery of the child, and did not abate till 
the Placenta was removed, which did not defcend 
fo foon as it ufually does. 


CASE 
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DECEMBER 21, 1774, I vifited Mrs. L——, 
fhe was in her laft month of pregnancy, and had 
had a flight difcharge of blood from the Uterus the 
preceding day, but as it was ftopped when { was 


with her, and the had no pain, I had not an oppor-. 


tunity of examining the ftate of the womb; I, there- 
fore, only recommended ftillnefs and reft, and de- 
fired to be again fent for, if it returned in the lea 
degree. ; 
On the 25th, I was fent for early in the forenoon, 
the difcharge having returned, and being then con- 
fiderable; If immediately examined, and, as in the 
laft cafe, imagined I felt one edge of the Placenta 


on the pofterior fide of the Os Tinca, but on tra-. 


cing my finger compleatly round it, I diftinétly felt 
the membranes, and the child’s head behind them; 
{ ventured, therefore, to wait, and gave my patient 
hopes of being fafely delivered, without any other 
than the ufual affiftance; from cooling the air, &c. 
it again abated, nor was there any return of it du- 
ring the remainder of the day, and the following 
night. About nine o’clock the next morning, the 
26th, fhe was again alarmed by a return of it, and 
with increafed violence; upon examination, | again 
thought there was an edge of the Placenta in the 
mouth of the Uterus, but as it could be but a very 
{mall portion of it, and as there was fufficient paflage 
for the child, and, moreover, during the pains, 
which now came on, the difcharge did not-increafe, 
but ftopped; I thought it ftill fafe to wait, and en- 
deavoured immediately to break the membranes, 
which, with fome difficulty, leffected; the difcharge 
became lefs, but the pains went off, and by kecping 
her very cool and free from motion, the Hamor- 


rhage 
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rhage was inconfiderable all the day, and the fol- 


lowing night. 

On the 27th, about fix o’clock, it came on again, 
and in a larger ftream than ever, and as her pains 
were {till but trifling, and, from the frequent re- 
turn of the flooding, fhe had loft a large quantity 
of blood, I began to apprehend danger, and almoft 
to think I had done wrong in fo long trufting to 
nature; 1 was therefore, for fome time, embarraf- 
fed to determine what was now beft to do, but it 
being again checked by increafing the cold air in 
the room, which had not been fufficiently attended 
to in my abfence, I was once more encouraged to 


wait, and fortunately from this time, there was no 
great return of it; in about two hours the pains in- 


creafed, the Uterus opened, and the head came 
forward, and though from its being large, and the 
Pelvis not a good one; the. progrefs of the labor 
was much flower than I had ever before found it in 


- fimilar circumftances, it terminated fafely by na- 


ture’s fole afliftance before one o’clock; the Ha- 
morrhage was inconfiderable after delivery, and 
my patient, though much reduced, and being in 
other refpects a fickly woman, recovered entirely. 
There was a peculiarity. in the form and texture 
of the Placenta in this cafe that-deferves notice, as, 
probably, the Hemorrhage was, in fome meafure, 
occafioned by it; inftead of the ufual circumfcribed 
and circular cake, thick in the middle, and becom- 
ing lefs and lefs towards the edges, it was an uneven 
mafs, thinly, and, in fome places, almoft fuperfici- 
ally {pread over near one fide of the Uterus; the 
edges of it terminated ina broken manner, form- 


ing fomewhat like the lines of a very irregular ifland 


on a map, and one edge, making almoft a detached 
lobe, hung down on one fide of the Os Tince, and 


was, I was now convinced, what I had before fele, 


and 


? 
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and what had probably produced fome of the flood- 
ing, but the principal difcharge feemed, by the dif- — 
coloration of the Placenta, to have arifen froma | 
feparation of it higher up in the Uterus. et hes 


pees = aks 5 eae XXIV. 


JUNE 19, 1775, I was fent for to Hoole, a 
poor woman, under the care of a midwife: the 
had been flooding feveral hours, and, in the laft 
half hour, the difelyarge had confiderably increafed. 
I immediately examined with my hand in the Vagina 
(for with the finger only I could but jaft touch the - 
outfide of the Os Uteri,) and found, by introduc- 
ing one finger into the Uterus, that the Placenta 
was at the mouth of it: fhe had loft a confiderable 
quantity of blood, and was very faint, but did not 
appear to have fuflered fo much as to have induced 
me, had the Placenta not been there, or had I made 
no enquiry to find it, to have turned the child; but 
being convinced of the danger of delay, I deter- 
mined to deliver, and previous to my doing it, fent 
for a furgeon who had been before with mein fome 
of the foregoing cafes. { er ae 

When he’ caine, I told him the woman’s fitua- 
tion, and defired him to examine in the common 
way, with one finger only, which he did, but could 
find nothing unufual-at the mouth of the womb; | 
I then defired him to introduce his hand, as I had~ | 
done; he did this, and immediately difcovered the 
Placeata; he, therefore, agreed with me in the 
propriety of immediate delivery. ae 

lintroduced my hand into the Uterus, and found 
the child lying in the natural pofture, I paffed the 
head, and with tolerable eafe got hold of the feet, 
brought them down, and extracted a dead child. 

PIA The 
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The woman remained extremely languid for fome 
time after delivery, but, notwithftanding this, and 
that fhe laboured under every difadvantage produc- 
ed by extreme poverty, and a remarkable ignorance 
in her afliftants, having neither pure air, clean li- 
nen, and hardly common ‘nutriment for feveral 
hours, yet fhe perfectly recovered, : 


REMARK. 


_ As this woman had not gone her full time, being, 
according to her own account, in the middle of the 


» eighth month, which feemed true from the fmallnefs 


_ _of the child, I expected to have had fome difficulty 


in introducing the hand, ‘the Uterus not being com- 
pleatly diftended, but, notwithftanding the mouth 
of it was but little open, it gave way with the fame 
eafe I have ever obferved in thefe cafes, and the 
delivery was effected with no more than ufual trou- 
ble. ) 

The neceflity of introducing the hand into the 
Vagina, and admitting one finger into the Uterus, 
in order to diftinguifh with certainty whether the 
Placenta be at the mouth of it or not, has been be- 


fore obferved, and feveral of the former cafes have 


proved the propriety of it: in Playford, King, and 


Bond, it was not found till the hand was admitted’ 


for the purpofe of turning, and in Mar/hall, though 


_ the ufual examination was made before fhe died, it 


was not known till the Uterus was opened:. in the 
prefent cafe, its not being difcoverable by two dif- 
ferent perfons who examined at firft in the ufual 


| ‘way, is a very remarkable proof of the neceffity 


there is for doing it; I, therefore, thought it right 
again to take notice of it in this place, as it may, 
perhaps, more ftrongly imprefs the reader. 


CASE 
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JULY 1, 1775; Sherringham. In the courfe 
of the preceding week fhe had feveral times hada 
flight Hemorrhage from the Uterus, which returni- 
ing more confiderably this morning, made her fend 
for her midwife: it continued during the day, ac- 
companied, however, with flight pains; but as they 
did not increafe, the flooding continued, and fhe 

became faint, I was fent for about fix o’clock in the 
evening. 

1 immediately examined, as in the laft cafe, and 
was fatisfied that the Placenta was mot at the mouth 
of the womb, as I very diftinétly felt the head of 
the child prefenting: I, therefore, waited, and en- 
deavoured to excite pain, and, as foon as I was 
able, broke the membranes; her pains became 
ftronger, the Os Uteri dilated, and the flooding 
entirely ceafed, and I expected fhe would have been 


delivered with the eafe and quicknefs peculiar to - 


thefe cafes, but in this I was difappointed, for it 
proved very laborious, and the head defcended into 


the hollow of the Sacrum fo flowly, that fhe was — 
not delivered till one o’clock in the morning: it — 
was a large living child, the Placenta was carefully — 
removed, the difcharge was trifling, and the woman — 


perfectly recovered. 


C ASE XXVI. 


Mrs. B—, the fubject of the following cafe, is 


patient to the fame gentleman who has favoured me 


~ 


with his afliftance in feveral of the former cafes; — 
fhe is a woman of a very tender and delicate con- — 


ftirution, has been mother to feven children, and 


has had very bad health for feveral years paft. 


Auguft | 


* 
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 .. Auguit 20, 1775, being at her full reckoning, 
_. fhe had the preceding day, and all the night, {mall 
| pains in her back, which fhe confidered as the fore- 
_ runners of labor; about mine o’clock in the morn- 
- ing the pains fuddenly became ftronger, and the 
felt a preffure upon the lower part of the Uterus, 
which was followed by a difcharge; it was in a con- 
_ fiderable quantity, and the imagined it to be water, 
_4ill, upon examination, fhe found it blood: fhe im- 
_ mediately fent for her furgeon, who came to her 
_. about ten o’clock; the pains had then entirely left 
her, but the difcharge continued flowly trickling 
_ from the Uterus; as foon as he had an opportunity, 
he examined with the hand in the Vagina, and dif- 
_ tinétly felt the Placenta at the mouth of the womb; 
_ he foon after fent for me, and I was with the patient 
_ about eleven o’clock. | 
She was ftill without pain, and the difcharge was 
lefs in quantity, and of a paler colour: IT examined 
_ in the fame manner he had done, and found the 
_ Placenta in the before-mentioned fituation; the Os 
 Uteri was dilated to about the fize of a hhilling, but 
upon my attempting to introduce three fingers into 
it, it contratted fo clofely round them, and was fo 
rigid, that I concluded the delivery would as yet be 
attended with too much difficulty to render it ad- 
 vifeable, and as there had not yet been bleeding 
| fufficient to injure her, and it was now almoft en- 
' tirely ftopped, we thought it right to wait till the 
parts were more relaxed by difcharge, or dilated by 
pain; but we ftaid with the patient, faw every cloth 
_ which had been ufed, and examined the Uterus al- 


_ therefore did not increale the bleeding: about five 


it 
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o’clock the pain fuddenly became more violent, the 
Uterus was more widely dilated ‘by it, which pro- 
ducing a further feparation of the Placenta, ‘a frefh 
difcharge was occafioned, and it was now.rapid and 
confiderable; there was, therefore, every reafon to 
juftify immediate delivery, the Os Uteri was more 
dilated, it was more relaxed, and more yielding, 
and the Hemorrhage was fo confiderable, that a 


‘further delay might. have been attended with the 


utmoft danger; he, therefore, proceeded to turn, 

which he did flowly, but with-great eafe, and ex- 

tracted a living child. = = Sih 3 
There was no difcharge of confequence imme: 


diately after delivery, nor whilft we ftaid with her, 


which was more than half an hour, but upon my 
calling again in the evening I found the room too 
warm, the bleeding had increafed, and fhe was 
much more faint than fhe had before beén; but 
from cooling the air, and adding a little preflure to 
the Abdomen, it abated, fhe hada tolerable night, 
and was nearly as well the next morning as the 
ufually found herfelf after labor. . 


REMARK, 


The happy event of the above-recited cafe, has 
afforded me peculiar fatisfaction, as the management 
of it, from the beginning of the complaint, was in 
exact conformity to the directions Ihave given, and 
it appears to be a full proof of the propriety of them; 
for fuppofing it had been treated in the way com-— 
monly adopted, the fituation of the Placenta would : 
not have been known fo early; and fuppofing that | 
circumftance not to have been thought of, as after | 
the firft difcharge there was no pain, and the bleed. | 
ing was inconfiderable, no one, | am perfuaded, | 
would have fcrupled leaving the patient in the fore- 

I noon. 


r 
\ 
{ 
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noon. The furgeon, in fuch cafe, probably would 
not have been fent for again till the evening, when 
the Per and Hemorrhage returned fo fuddenly and 
profufely, and as fome time muft neceflarily have 
been loft before he could have been with her, it is 
not unlikely but at his arrival he might have found 


her in the fame fituation, that, under fimilar Cir- ” 


cumftances, the women mentioned in cafes No. 14 
and 15, were found in, and might, therefore, have 
been unable to fave her. 

It may not be improper, likewile, to obferve, that 
the precife time for turning the child feems very hap- 
pily to have been hit upon; for had we proceeded to 
deliver before the Uterus was fufficiently relaxed, 
there certainly would have been great difficulty in 
mg it, and the woman might, very probably, 
have fuffered materially from the violence that muft 
in that cafe have been ufed; and, on the other hand, 
if we had waited for a further dilatation of the 
womb, as that could not have taken place without 
an increafe of the difcharge, fhe, very likely, would 
have been unable to fuftain the lofs of blood, more 
efpecially as the extreme weaknefs of her conftitu- 
tion, and the bad health fhe had for fome time pait 
been in, rendered her a very improper fubject for 
either extreme. . | 


CASE XXVIL. 
SEPTEMBER 16, 1775, about five o’clock in 


the afternoon, I vifited Olley, a poor woman, 
who was near her full reckoning; -fhe had a dif- 


charge of blood from the Uterus, which firft came 


on about a month before, but it had never been 
profufe, as it abated by reft, and an horizontal 
poftnre, and returned only upon any confiderable 
exertion, in walking, ftooping, &c. it was this day, 

| however, 
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however, a good deal: alarming, being much in- 
creafed in quantity, and unaccompanied with pain. 
 Tintroduced my hand into the Vagina, and from 


a careful examination of the womb, was fatisfied’ 


that the: Placenta was mot at the mouth of it: in 


making this enquiry, I was able to break the mem- 


branes, a confiderable deal of water efcaped, and 
the Hemorrhage inftantly ceafed; and, though’ 


fuflicient pains did not immediately come on, fhe: 
was, about feven hours after, fafely delivered, by’ 


their fole affiftance, of a large living child. 


CPA SE XXVIII. 
SEPTEMBER 18, 1775, I was called about mid- 


night to the wife of Baxter, another poor wo- 
man, under the care of a midwife; I was informed, 
that in the courfe of the preceding three weeks fhe 
had frequently been alarmed with a difcharge of 
blood from the womb, and that for about two hours 
before my arrival, fhe had been flooding moft pro- 
fufely; though fhe was very near her full time, 
there were not any fymptoms of labor, nor had fhe 
yet had the moft trifling pain: fhe was extremely 
faint, her pulfe was hardly perceptible, and fhe ap- 


peared fo much reduced as to be in the moft immi- 


nent danger. 

introduced my hand into the Vagina, and found 
it full of coagulated blood,” and with my finger 
carefully examined the mouth of the Uterus, which, 
though very little open, was, from the long conti- 
nuance of the Hemorrhage, loofe and dilatable : 
being convinced that the Placenta was mof in the 
way, I endeavoured to. break the membranes, but 
I could not do it fo foon as in the laft cafe; after 


feveral repeated attempts, however, I at length fuc- 


ceeded, and a very large quantity of water poured 
forth, 


= 
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forth, by which means the Hemorrhage was imme- 
diately, fupprefled. 

[continued a little ftimulus to the Os Uteri, and 
it evidently brought on pain, which gradually in- 
creafing, the part became more open, and, in two 
hours from my firft feeing the patient, without there 
being any return of bleeding, not even fo much as 
to occafion the leaft ftain in examining, fhe was 
fafely delivered by the natural pains, and the child, 
notwithftanding the great lofs which had been ful- 
tained, was born alive and vigorous. ‘Phe Placenta 
came away without trouble, and no material dif- 
charge accompanied it; fhe remained very faint for 


fome time after delivery, and was very feeble for . 


feveral days; but nothing afterwards occurred to 
prevent her recovering in the ufual time. 


REMARK... 


_ As the flooding, in this cafe, was fo very profufe, 
as the patient had not the leaft pain, and was likewife 
extremely reduced, it is not unreafonable to fuppofe, 
that I fhould have been induced to have turned the 
child upon my firft feeing her, if I had not before 
experienced fuch extraordinary proofs of nature’s 
ability to expel the child, when the Placenta was 
not in the way to prevent the opening of the womb, 
and. when ever fo little pain could be excited by 
ftimulating the Os Tince: at the fame time it ap- 
pears very likely, that debilitated as fhe was, the 
would have been unable to fupport any other than 
the gradual and gentle dilatation of the womb, 
which nature effected, and that therefore, fuch a 
method of treatment would, probably, in this cafe, 
haye been unfuccefsful. | 


4 
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DECEMBER 18, 1775, Mrs. F——, (whofe 
conftitution had fuffered confiderably, from having 
had exceflive menftrual difcharges for feveral years) 
was, at this time, in the beginning of the ninth 
month of her firft pregnancy. | 

Without any preceding illnefs or pain, fhe was 
feized with a very profufe Hemorrhage from the 
Uterus: I was with her foon after its coming on, 
and found the Os Tince very little open, but relax- 
ed fufficiently to admit the finger for examination: 
the Placenta ot being fituated on the Os Uteri, I 
purfued the fame methods to fupprefs the floodings 
which have fo often been before related; it foon be- 
came lefs, and in about two hours from the firft at-_ 
tack of the complaint, labor pains came on, the 
Uterus dilated, and the podex of the child was 
pufhed down, which being f{mall, and the parts of 
the woman much relaxed, was with great eafe 
brought forth. The child was living, and the mo- 
ther did well. 

Ca AsS XXX. eae 

_APRIL 26, 1776, A lady at fome diftance from 
Norwich, who has had feveral children, and was 
now in the beginning of the eighth month of preg- 
nancy, had, a few days before this date, a di:charge 
of blood from the Uterus; ‘fhe was attended by a 
gentleman in the neighbourhood, who, upon its in- 
creafing this day, defired I might be fent for.—At 
my arrival the Hemorrhage was very inconfiderable, 
and finding the ftate of the Uterus had been exa- 
mined, and that the Placenta was wot at the mouth 


of it, we recommended the ufual palliatives to be 
ufed 
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ufed if it again returned, and defired the might be 
kept exceedingly ftill. The flooding did not return, 
till two days after, and it was then accompanied 
with pain, which proved fufficient to expel a {mall 
living child. 


C A’ S.-5E XXXI. 


MAY 1, 1776. Mrs, H——, lives about nine 
miles from this city, and was patient to a furgeon 
who lives in the fame place. Being at this time at 
her full reckoning, fhe was taken with labor pains, 
which were attended with a difcharge of blood from 
the womb: as it increafed with the increafe of pain, 
he defired I might be fent for, to affift in the ma- 
nagement of the cafe; but being at that time en- 
gaged with another patient, who would not permit 
me to leave her, another gentleman was called up- 
on, who went inftead of me. Before his arrival, 
another furgeon who lives in the neighbourhood of 
the patient was alfo fent for, from whom I learned 
that an enquiry was made for the Placenta, which 
was found at the Os Uteri, and as the Hemorrhage 
had then been of many hours duration, and much 
blood had been loft, it was determined immediate- 
ly to extract the child by turning it, which was ac- 
cordingly done, and it proved, happily, the means 
of faving the patient. 


CG A-‘S £E XXXL 


MAY 21, 1776. —— Feary, a poor woman 
belonging to the town, under the care of a mid- 
wife: fhe was nearly at her full reckoning, and was 
faddenly feized with a profufe difcharge of blood 
from the Uterus. I faw her about an hour after its 
coming on, and immediately made the neceflary 

enquiry 
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enquiry whether the Placenta was fituated on the 
Os Tincz or not; it was mot there, and the womb 
was open enough to allow of puncturing the mem- ~ 
branes, which inftantly leffened the flooding, and 
foon after gentle pains came on, which expelled a 
dead child, with the eafe peculiar to this relaxed 
{tate of the Uterus. 


CAS E XXXII. 


MAY 26, 1776. Mrs. N—— was in the begin- 
ning of the ninth month of pregnancy, and had 
been confined to her bed feveral days, before I faw 
her, with a feverifh complaint, and a flight Uterine 
Hemorrhage, but without any fymptoms of labor. 

A confiderable increafe of the latter, was the 
occafion of my being fent for this morning; I found 
the difcharge in an alarming quantity, and my pa- 
tient much reduced by it: upon examining the 
Uterus, I found’ the Placenta was not in the way: 
{ endeavoured to excite pain, by ftimulating the 
Os Uteri, which fucceeded fo far as to enable me 
to pierce the membranous bag: the flooding imme- 
diately abated, the parts opened, and to the furprize 
of the patient and her attendants, fhe was very foon 
and very eafily delivered of a {mall dead child. 


CAS E XXXIV. 


JULY 7, 1776. Chaplin; fhe was in the 
jaft month of pregnancy, and an Uterine Hemor- 
rhage, unattended with labor pains, came on the 
day before I faw her: it was this day much increafed, 
and was fo confiderable, that the woman was much 
weakened. The Placenta was, upon examination, 
found zof to be at the Os Uteri, and irritating the 
parts 


* 
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parts, &&c. asin the laft cafe, brought on pain, and 
haftened the delivery, which was fingularly eafy, 
and the child ‘a living one. 


CASE XXXvV. 


AUGUST 27,1776. —— Crafhe; the had born’ 
many children, and had now gone her full time of 
this. For feveral. days before the date hereof, the 
had flight labor pains, accompanied with an increaf- 
ing difcharge of blood from the womb: juft before 
T'was fent for to her, it was very rapid anda large 
quantity was fuddenly loft; finding her extremely 
faint, 1 immediately introduced my hand, and with 
a finger in the Uterus, I diftinélly felt the Placenta 
adhering to the mouth of it. My patient had fuffer- 
ed too much by the great lofs fhe had fuftained, to 
admit of delaying to turn the child, and the Os 
Tince, though not much opened, was fo much re. 
laxed, as to convince me I might with fafety attempt 
it; I therefore immediately did it, and with the fame 
cafe I experienced in all the former fimilar cafes. 

- The child was born dead, but the mother, though 
extremely faint and languid, perfeétly recovered. — 


Cc AS E- XXXVI 
OCTOBER 5, 1776. Mrs. W——, lives about 


two miles from my houfe; fhe was at this time in the 
beginning of the Jaft month of her fourth pregnancy, 
and was fuddenly feized with a flooding, unattended 
with labor pain. I was immediately fent for, and 
found her fainting. Upon enquiring with the hand, 
I found the Placenta was mot in the way, and the 
difcharge became lefs by admitting cold air into the 
room; { waited with her fome time, till it was very 

trifling, 
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trifling, and as there feemed no probability of labor 
approaching, I ventured to leave her, notwithftand- 
ing her diftance from me, gave the ufual directions 
to be obferved in my abfence, and defired I might 
be fent for immediately upon the return of the 
bleeding, or upon the coming on of pain. I was 


twice fent for on the former account, but the dif. 
charge was as eafily fuppreffed as at firft, and I was 


. fill unable to puncture the membranes; but on the 
evening of the third day from the firft attack of the 
complaint, nature was more difpofed to relieve her, 
for fuch pain came on, as with the ftimulus of a 
frequent examination, gradually opened the paflage, 
and a {mall living child was expelled with tolerable 
eafe. After which there was no return of the He- 
morrhage, and no accident happened to retard the 


mother’s recovery. 
i 


CG. A’S E,»-XXXVIL. 


NOVEMBER 28, 1776. Mrs. P—— has had 


many children, was always very full of complaints 
in the two laft months of pregnancy, and has ufually 
had bad labors. . 

- During the laft three or fout wecks before the 
above date, being in the laft month of pregnancy, 
fhe, at times, found a difcharge of blood from the 
Uterus; but it never had been confiderable enough 
to make. her confent to a confinement, nor to in- 
duce her to give me leave to examine the ftate of 
the womb. During the day of the 18th of Novem- 
ber, being, as fhe imagined, at her full reckoning, 
fhe had flight pains, which fhe confidered as the 
fore-runners of true labor: in the night they became 
ftronger, and though there had been none of her 
ufual difcharge, for more than the laft twenty-four 
hours, it now fuddenly returned, and was in an 

| K alarming 


¢ 
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alarming quantity. I was immediately fent for, 
and, living in the neighbourhood of the patient, 
was very foon with her; but the pains were now 
gone, the flooding was abating, and foon ftopped 
entirely. I introduced my hand, and diftinétly felt 
the Placenta on the Os Uteri, and from thence con- 
cluded, that it would be neceffary to turn the child; 
but the Uterus was neither opea nor relaxed enough 
to admit of its being immediately donez I waited 
therefore in expectation of the return of the pain 
and difcharge; and continued with her the remain. 
der of the night, and all the next day; but during 
the whole time there was not the ‘leaft return of 
either; fhe was very little faint, and got at times 
refrefhing fleeps. After this long attendance, and 
the fymptoms of labor being thus entirely gone, 1 
ventured to leave my patient, not, however, with- 
out much anxiety, left her labor fhould fuddenly 
come on, and be attended with fuch a difcharge, 
as poflibly to demand manual afliftance before I 
could be with her: to obviate which, as much as 
poflible, I defired another furgeon, who lived near, 
might attend with me, and who therefore might, 
probably, be able to aflift her, if any thing fhould 
happen to. prevent my coming to her upon the firft 
danas ** : ae 

She remained in this difagreeble ftate of fufpenfe 
till the 28th, on the evening of which day'the fymp- 
toms of labor again came on; 1 was fortunately 
with her before the Hemorrhage was confiderable, 
but it increafed, as the Uterus opened.. I again in- 
troduced my hand, and now could feel one edge of 
the Placenta, as the center of it did not immediately 
lie over the. Qs internum. The womb being, by 
this time, difpofed to give way, I eafily pafled my 
hand on one fide of the Placenta into the Uterus, 
and as the Podex prefented, I had not the — 
7 ) 
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of going to the Fundus, but eafily brought down 
the feet, and extracted a large living child, without 
any accident happening to injure it, or. endanger 
the life of the mother. . 7 


REMARK. 


The diftance of time from my firft finding that 
the Placenta was fituated on the Os Uteri, to the 
time when it was pradticable to extract the child, 
having, in this cafe, been fo great, as to have ren- 
dered it next to impoflible for me to have followed 
_ ftri€tly a rule, which I have confidered in the Effay, 
as effentially neceflary for the woman’s fafety, and 
which directs that the furgeon fhould, on no account, 
leave his patient under fuch circumftances; it may 
not be improper to point out fome directions, which 
may poffibly aflift usin determining how far we may 
venture to follow the prattice of this embarrafling 
cafe, in future ones, which may prove fimilar to it. 

But as the Hemorrhage, in thefe cafes, depends 
entirely upon the coming on and progrefs of labor, © 
as the fymptoms which occur at the firft onfet of la- 
bor are frequently fo equivocal, and as there mutt 
always be fuch an uncertainty of knowing, upon 
the going off of thefe fymptoms, when they will 
return, I fear it will be out of our power to give any 
which will be totally fatisfaétory: for, independent 
of the rule above alluded to, and which | would 
ftill ftrongly urge, even in fuch a cafe as this, where 
the furgeon’s other engagements will permit him to 
comply with it, I confefs I know of none which can 
be wholly free from hazard. All that occurs to me, 
in any degree, likely ta anfwer this purpofe, and 
which is what principally influenced me in the laft 
recited cafe, is, to obferve, as accurately as may be,, 
the caufes which take off the pains; diftinguifhing, — 

x | 


Pp CASES OF THE. 


if we can, between thofe which fpring from nature, 
and which produce an entire ceffation of labor, and 


- thofe which arife from accidental circumftances, and 


which may be confidered as occafioning only a /u/- 


penfion of it. 


The alarm which a patient fometimes feels when 


the furgeon firft enters her room, the furprize of 


feeing unexpected ftrangers, of fuddenly hearing 
ayy intelligence in which fhe is much interefted, or 
the occurrence of any circumftance which at all 
agitates the paflions, are well known frequently to 
take off the ftrongeft and moft promifing pains; 


and in '‘floodings it happens very often, as appears 
from many of the foregoing cafes, that the faint- 


nefs which is brought on by the lofs of blood, pro- 
duces likewife the fame effects. When the abfence 
of pain, then, arifes from any of thefe or fimilar 


- caufes, it is very reafonable to expe& when they are 
- removed, or when they have loft their influence on 


the patient, that it will immediately return: and as 


_ few of thefe caufes can be very permanent, it muft 


be very probable that this return will be foon; and 
moreover that it will be without any of thofe fore- 
warning fymptoms which ufually precede the firft 
attack of labor. Itis obvious, therefore, that when 


- the flooding is checked by fuch a /u/penfion of labor 
as that now defcribed, that at all events it would be 
_ improper to’ leave the patient. 


But it frequently happens, and that too before the 
moft natural andseafy labors, that pains very much 
refembling true labor, and which in fome degree 
dilate the Os Tinca, {hall come on, and alarm the 
patient and her attendants with the expectation of 
delivery being near, and yet foon after, and with- 
out any apparent caufe, fhall entirely go off, leave 
the patient 2s well as ufual, and not return till the 
time of delivery; which in fome cafes may be many 


days, 
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days, or even weeks after the firft alarm. If this 
fhould happen when the Placenta is fituated on the 
Os Uteri, the effects of it with regard to Hamor- 
rhage, would probably be thefe: that at the firft com- 
ing on of thefe fpurious pains there would be fome 
difcharge; that upon the pains going off, the flood- 
ing would ceafe; that if the woman were carefully 
kept ftill, it would not return till the time of real 
labor, which, as obferved before, might be very 
remote, and that then, as the parts would be in the 
fame ftate as if there had been none of thefe falfe 
pains, that it would be preceded by fuch fymptoms 
as would give fufficient time to have the furgeon 
ready to affift the patient, before any confiderable 
lofs had taken place. ‘This feems to have been 
exactly the ftate of the cafe above related, and the 
good fuccefs which attended it argues, at leaft, a 
probability, that after fuch an, entire cefjation of la- 
bor has taken place as that now defcribed, no harm 
would arife from leaving the woman. Piven 

After all, however, I would be underftood to de- 
duce no more from this view of the circumftances 
which may attend this peculiar cafe of flooding, 
than that, on the one hand, if there be only a fuf- 
penfion of labor, that it would be abfolutely wrong 
to leave the patient; and on the other hand, if we 
have waited long enough to be convinced that the 
labor is entirely gone off, that though it would {till 
be moft fecure to ftay with the patient, yet there 
is fome reafon to believe we may then leave her 
without hazard; which if we venture to do, I can- 
not help repeating the neceflity there is of being 
pretty fure the abfence of pain is not produced by 
any of the accidental circumftances before enume- 
rated, and more efpecially that of faintnefs. 


CASE 
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| CGC AS E XXXVI. 

| MARCH 24, 1794. Darking ; the was at 
the latter end of the eighth month of her firft preg. 
nancy. About two o’clock in the morning fhe was 
awakened by a difcharge of blood from the Uterus, 
unaccompanied with pain, or any of the fymptoms 
of labor; it was at firft very confiderable, but it was 
fo much abated in half an hour, that the thought 
it, then, unneceffary to fend for any affiftance: in 
a few hours, however, it returned with an increafe 
of violence, and I was fent for about fix o’clock. 
IT found the difcharge {till continued, and the woman 
| was very faint, I therefore immediately examined, 
_ and was fully convinced the Placenta was not at the — 
Os Uteri; during the examining, there came on 
_fome pain, and the membranes foon broke, the. 
_ Uterus opened, and a fimall dead child was expelled 
in about half an hour after my arrival, and without — 
much pain to the mother, who fuffered no other 
inconvenience from the Hemorrhage, than a tem- 
‘porary weaknefs. ° 


Pe 
| 
| 
| 
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CASE XXXIX, 


% 3 
APRIL to, 1777. I was this day fent for to 
| Mrs. G——, at a village about eight miles from 
_ Norwich: being engaged at the time, a gentleman 
_ who is converfant with the mode of praétice recom- 
. mended in the preceding Effay, went inftead of me. 
_ He found her under the care of an intelligent and 
experienced furgeon in the neighbourhood, and was 
I informed by him, that his patient was near the full 
time of her fecond pregnancy, and that the had 
been feized in the forenoon with flight pains accom- 
| panied with a difcharge, which though it had not 
i , : si as 
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yet been very confiderable, was increafing. It was | 
refolved to make the neceflary enquiry for the Pla- _ 


centa, and manage the cafe agreeable to the refult 


of it; this was immediately done with the hand in — 
the Vagina, and the Placenta was diftin@ly felt to _ 
be at the Os Uteri: but the Hemorrhage was now 
much lefs, the Uterus very little open, and there _ 


was a peculiar rigidity of the Os Tincz, which ap- 


peared very unfavorable to that artificial dilatation — | 
of it, which the cafe required; more efpecially, as. _ 


it was obferved by the furgeon who attended firit, 


that her former labor had been very long and labo- 


rious, from this part having been fingularly hard and 


unyielding: it was, therefore, judged proper to de- 


fer the introduction of the hand for delivery, til] 
an increafe of pain, or difcharge, had rendered the 
Uterus more dilatable. They both, accordingly, 
waited a confiderable time with her; but, by de- 
grees, the pains went off, and the difcharge ftopped, 
It being now very uncertain when the true labor 
pains would come on, one of the gentlemen went 
away, and the other ftaid with her during the night, 
and as much afterwards as his other engagements 
would admit of. She remained free from pain or 
flooding till the 12th, and then the return was for- 
tunately not, at firft, fo quick, but there was time 
to fend for both the furgeons before the lofs of blood 
had been great; however, true labor feemed now 
to come on, and the Hemorrhage foon became 
confiderable, but the Os Uteri being much more 
‘dilatable than in the firft examination, it was deter- 


mined to proceed to immediate delivery; the hand | 


was, therefore, pafled into the Vagina, the fub{tance 
of the Placenta was pierced through by the fingers, 
and the hand being admitted through the opening 
into the Uterus, the child was extraéted with eafe 
and fafety; the difcharge was very little increafed 


during 


4 |}. 
i 
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| during the operation, it was fuppreffed when the 


‘Uterus was compleatly emptied, and the woman 
had a happy recovery. 


Eps REMARK. 


The circumftances attending this cafe being fimi- 


Jar to thofe of No. 37, the remarks which arofe 


| from that are exactly applicable to it; and this fe- 


cond inftance of a patient’s being left in this fitua- 
‘tion, without receiving any injury, undoubtedly 
‘ftrengthens the reafoning which is there made ufe 
of: but I fhould be forry if the fuccefs which attend- 


_. ed thefe two particular deviations from the general 


_| mode of practice which I have before recommend- 


| 


| 
| 


ai 
ch 


i 
5 


a 


' 
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ed, were ever an encouragement to run the rifque 
of leaving a patient in circumftances other than 
fuch as exactly refemble thefe, and even then, if 
the furgeon’s other engagements are not abfolutely 
incompatible witha long attendance. 


GA 8’ Eo ORE. 

APRIL 15, 1777. Foul/ham. 1 was called to 
this woman’s affiftance in the forenoon of this day: 
fhe was near her full time, and under the care of a 
midwife. For feveral hours before I faw her, there 
had been an exceflive difcharge from the Uterus, 
none of the women, in any of the preceding cafes, 
having loft more blood, fo that fhe was extremely 
faint: but nature, by this time, ‘made efforts to 
relieve her, forthe Os Uteri opened, and the Pla. 
centa not being in the way, a {mall dead child was © 
‘expelled with remarkable eafe, and very little affift- 
ance; after which the flooding ftopped, and the 
woman did well. | | 


4 CASE 
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Ce xr: 


JUNE 27, 1777-_ Mrs. C—— was in the middle 
of the eighth month of her firft pregnancy: the 
day before this fhe received a fright, which was 
followed by a confiderable Uterine Hemorrhage, 
P-was fent for, and immediately made the neceflary 
examination; the Placenta was not at the Os Uteri, 
and the difcharge was foon checked by the palliative 


means: fhe remained free from the complaint till 


the following afternoons when it again came on, 
but nature was then more difpofed to relieve her, 
for true labor pains came on, which opened the 
_ Uterus, and expelled the child and ‘Placenta fo 
haltily, that though the former came footling, fhe 
was nearly delivered before any afliftance could be 
. given her. 


CA. Soles = JEL, 


OCTOBER 10, 1777. Wilkins. This woman 
had twins, and was attended by a midwife. After | 


‘the delivery of the firft child, there came on an 
exceflive flooding; I was immediately fent for, but 
not being at home, the fame gentleman, to whom 
I have fo often before been obliged for his affiftance, 
attended for me. It was evident the attachment of 
the Placenta to the Os Uteri could not, in this cafe, 
be the caufe of the Hemorrhage: it was, never- 
thelefs, in fo alarming a quantity, that he had, at 
firft, apprehenfions leaft it fhould be neceflary to 
turn the child; but by pundturing the membranes, 
and gently ftimulating the Os internum, fome pains 
were foon excited, which immediately fupprefled 
the difcharge, and a living child was fpeedily and 
fafely expelled, the mother fuffering no other in- 
convenience afterwards, but great weaknefs, 


bo 
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~ OCTOBER 26, 1777. Stannard. This woman 
is the fame perfon whofe cafe ts related the fecond 
in this collection. She was at this time about thirty 
weeks gone with child, and for more than a month 
before had been troubled with an Uterine Hemor- 
rhage, which at firft was occafioned, as fhe imagin- 
ed, by a fall. : 
For feveral days before the above date it had in- 
creafed confiderably, and at the time when I faw 
her, it was immoderate: I immediately examined 
her, and with difficulty introduced a finger into the 
_ Os Uteri, againft which I found the Placenta: the 
had flight pains at intervals, which always produced 
a frefh flow. I was particularly perplexed from an 
‘apprehenfion,. that it would be impraéticable, from 
the fmall fize of the Uterus, to get the hand fufi. 
ciently admitted into it, to effect the turning and 
extracting the. child, which however appeared in- 
difpenfably neceflary for the woman’s fafety. I 
- made feveral efforts to get two or three fingers in- 
troduced, but without fuccefs; I therefore waited, 
but was more than ufually anxious for the event. 
The pains and difcharge ftill continued, and my | 
patient became more and more faint; I gave her 
gruel, &c. as often as fhe could take it, of which 
- though fhe drank in fmall quantities, fhe took a 
- good deal in the whole: at length, about’an hour 
and a half after my arrival, while fhe was drinking 
fomething of this kind, there fuddenly came on a 
frefh gufh, which inftantly made her fick and vomit, 
_which was followed by the moft alarming Syncope 
I ever faw, for the byftanders fuppofed her to be 
dead. Jt occurred to me, that it would be right 
. to catch this moment of total relaxation, and at- 
: See tempt 
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tempt the admiffion of the hand; I found the mouth 
of the Uterus quite loofe, and it dilated eafily as 
far as its fize would admit, fufficiently, however, to 


allow the hand to pafs far enough into it-to finda 


foot, which I was fortunate enough to bring down 
into the Vagina immediately, by means of which, 
without a further introduction of the hand, I ex- 
tracted a fmall dead child: the Placenta came away 
in a few minutes afterwards, and the difcharge foon 
ftopped; my patient was, therefore, fnatched from 
the moft imminent danger, and I was relieved from 
an anxiety greater than any I have, for feveral years, 
experienced upon a fimilar occafion. 


REMARK. 
Though: the attachment: of the Placenta to the 


_ 


ae See eee eee 


Qs Uteri, in this cafe, would at the expiration of -. 


the term of pregnancy have unavoidably produced 
a flooding, and though, as in all others of a fimilar 


fituation, it now prevented nature from relieving 
the patient, yet the caufe which made the Hemor- . 


rhage come on at fo early a period, was certainly 
the accidental one of the fall: Thefe two caufes 


thus concurring in one cafe, prove the neceflity | 


there always is for the unequivocal information 
which is alone to be derived from a manual exami- 


nation into the ftate of the Uterus: For fuppofing, — 


in fuch a cafe as this,*it had been prefumed from 


the circumftance of the fall, and the time of the | 
flooding firft coming on, that the caufe of it had: — 
been merely accidental, and the patient on that ac- — 
count had been left to the care of a midwife, (which — 


had the Placenta not been in the way, it would have 
been juftifiable to have done,) it is very probable 
the happy opportunity of affifting the woman’ would 
have been loft, and the cafe have terminated unfor- 
tunately. CASE 


Bo CASES OF THE 
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OCTOBER 20, 1777. —— Fames. I found 
this woman, being a pauper, under the care of a 
midwife, who informed me, that fhe was at the full 


- time of her fixth child, and that after having had 
flight pains for fome hours, there came om a very 


confiderable difcharge from the Uterus; it had been 
about an hour, when I faw her, but the membranes 
were broken, a good deal of water had efcaped, 


and the flooding was much abated; I introduced — 


my hand into the Vagina, and found it full of coa- 
gulated blood; the mouth of the womb was much 
dilated, and very loofe, the Placenta was not in the 
way, and a hand of the child prefented: the dif- 


charge was now very trifling, but the preternatural 


pofition of the child requiring artificial delivery, I 
introduced my hand immediately into the Uterus, 
and very foon took hold of a foot, which I brought 
down with great eafe, and foon after, and without 
any difficulty, as the Pelvis was fingularly well form- 
ed, and the parts fo much relaxed by the difcharge, 


~Textracted a large living child; the Placenta came 


away without any trouble, there was no return of 
the Hemorrhage, and my patient did well. 
as 


REMARK. 


: be 
‘Tt is obvious, that in this cafe, the turning was 


had recourfe to on account of the bad prefentation 


of the child, and not on account of the flooding, 
which was owing to an accidendal feparation of the 
Placenta; and that it cannot, therefore, be faid to 
contradi&t the general maxim, which I have adopted 
refpecting floodings which arife from an accidental 


caufe, namely, that nature is of herfelf able in fuch 


cafes 


a. | 
* 
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cafes to expe] the child. The quick dilatation of 
the Uterus, and part of the child having been puth- 
ed down, were in this cafe, fufficient proofs; that 
if that part had been the one ufually prefenting, 
nature would, as in the many others before related, 
with her own efforts, have been able to expel the 
child foon enough for the woman’s fafety. 


oN the ‘ote ahi cafes of flooding, fourteen 
were produced bya feparation of the Placen- 
|| ta, occafioned by its being fituated on the Os Uteri, 
_|. and which was, therefore, in every one of them, 
| unavoidable; and thirty were owing toa feparation 
. of it, arifing from fome accidental caule. 
© Of the latter number it appears, that though 
yaany were very alarming cafes, as the patients loft 
large quantities of blood, and were extremely faint, 
| not one proved fatal, not one but terminated fafely, 
i by waiting for the efforts of nature to expel the 


contents of the womb;* whilft, in all the former 
number, that no means ‘whitescr which nature could 
_ufe, were able to fupprefs the difcharge, and that 
notwithftanding the complaint began in moft of them 
in a manner but little alarming, yet nothing but the 
_ retnoval of the Foetus by art could fave the patients 
_ lives: in nine out of the number, its being timely 
He done, it had manifeftly that happy effect; and in 
| the others, where the turning was unfuccefsfully 
Hl -uled, it feemed to be clearly owing to its having 
file been 
} wa 
4 * In two or three of the cafes included in the latter num- 
ber, as well as in that of No. 44, which has already been re- 
_. marked, it happened, indeed, that the children'came into the 
world footling, and confequently, that more manual affiftance 
~ was ufed than in natural prefentations; but as this circumftance 
was totally accidental, and independent of the flooding, as 
even in them, too, the dilatation of the womb was effected 
folely by nature; and as it is likewife very probable, that, if 
no affiftance had been given (the children being fmall) that na- 
- ture would at length have expelled them, I have confidered 
the fafe termination of the labors as effected by nature. 
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been too long delayed; for, in the cafes of King 
and Bond, where it was moft evidently fo, the 
flooding began by no means in a threatening man- 
ner, nor did either of thofe women appear at firft 
in fo much danger as moft of the thirty other pa- 
tients did, in whom the Heemorrhage was produced 
by the accidental {eparation of the Placenta. 

From the ample teftimony of thefe cafes, it is 
evident, then, how very frequently the Placenta is 
fixed to the Os Uteri; and that notwithftanding fo 
little notice has been taken of it, by thofe who have 
written on the fubject of Uterine Hzmorrhages,. 
how neceflary it is, in every cafe, to make an en- 
quiry for it: but the inferences, which arife from 
them, are fo obvious, and the method of praétice 
- which they point out, has been before fo fully con- 
fidered, that it need not now be repeated; efpecially 
as the happy events of all the cafes which were treat- 
ed-agreeable to the method recommended in the 
Effay, of themfelves, fo fully {peak its fuperiority 
over that which governed the management of the 
firft related cafese | : 

Before I entirely quit the fubjeé&, it may not, 
perhaps, be totally foreign to it, to confider what 
would probably have been my method of treating 
the cafes which fucceeded thofe of Aing and Bond, 
if Thad not then eftablifhed fome criterion, by which 
I could judge determinately of the propriety of truft- 
ing to nature, or of applying to art. 

» At is very natural to believe, that when my mind 
had been a good deal affeGted by the difagreeable 
events of thofe two cafes, that I fhould not have 
hefitated to have had immediate recourfe to delivery 
by art, in every following cafe in which I found the 
difcharge at all confiderable; from a conclufion, 
(which under fuch circumftances, would not have 
been an unreafonable one, ) that as there feemed to 
2 Aes bel 
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be fome latent -undifcoverable caufe, which. Souttes s 


times unexpectedly produced the moft fatal mifchief, 
when at the beginning of the complaint there was 
no appearance of danger, it was juftifiable to run 


‘the rifque of unneceffarily turning the child, in 


| ee ye EN Dh 


fome cafes, rather than be liable to omit doing it, 


‘in a fingle inflance, where it might be abfolutely 


neceflary for the woman’s fafety: and, indeed, could 
it be admitted that the indifcriminate ufe of this 
operation was attended with no danger, this would’ 


certainly be the only fecure method of treating 
-floodings, were it not in our power to difcover thofe 
‘particular cafes in which the Placenta was fituated 
om the mouth of the womb: js ; 


ay 


For thefe reafons, therefore, 1 doubt not but this : 


would have been the method of pradtice which I 
fhould have adopted; and it is upon the fame prin- 
ciples, I am perfuaded, that the invariable ufe of 
turning has been recommended by fome authors, 
and put in practice by fome furgeons. 
The objections to fuch a method of treatment, are, 
however, felf-evident, as it muft be particularly in- 
convenient and irkfome to the'furgeon, always pain- 
ful, and fometimes dangerous to the patient. 
This confideration, then, ftill further illaftrates 
the advantage of knowing the true caufes from 
whence thefe Heemorrhages proceed; and if, there- 
fore, by what has been faid, I have in the leaft de- 
gree added to the knowledge of them, sandfhall be, 


on that account, but in a fingle inftance, the means, _ 


Skat clon 


of faving the life ot a fellow-creature, the little trou- 


ble I have had in throwing my thoughts together 
vpon the fubjeé&t, will not be loft labor, nor thefe 


pages, few as they are, be written in vain. 
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